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cramp, then warmth and pulsation in the 
extremities slowly return, and the vomit- 
ing abates; and when the serous fluid 
already in the intestines is evacuated, it 
ceases to be reproduced. The first three, 
or varying between three and six pills, are 
ejected. As soon as the warmth 7eturns, 
and the vomiting is stayed, I allow either 
a basin of strong beef-tea, or half a pint of 
good porter (according with the habits of 
the patient), and relinquishing the strych- 


TREATMENT OF THE 


MALIGNANT CHOLERA 
WITH 
STRYCHNINE. 


To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 
Str,—Several cases of spasmodic cho- 


lera having recently occurred, I feel it a 
duty which I owe to myself and the pub- 
lic, to diffuse more widely through the 


nine, proceed at once to the sulphate of 
quinine in doses of two grains every three 
or four hours. On the second day the 


medium of your pages the knowledge of a , patient is convalescent, and complains of 
remedy which for three seasons \ this being | excessive hunger, though the appetite is, 
the third) I have administered with re- of course, cautiously indulged; constipa- 
markable success. tion of the bowels remains for two or 
Perhaps I may be allowed to premise, | three days, with which I meddle not. 
without being guilty of egotism, that 1} As in the present state of our know- 
have had as much experience in cholera | ledge, the pathology and treatment of this 


cases as most practitioners in London, and disease are equally empirical, I do not 
I might confidently appeal to the medical consider that the onus ison me to show 


gentlemen in my neighbourhood as evi- the modus operandi of my treatment; I 
dences of that fact; while the office I held | would merely say, and with due modesty, 
of Chairman of the Committee of Corre- | that I conceive the strychnine acts as a 
spondence of the Local Board of Health, | powerful nervous tonic, while the water 
gave me at least the opportunity of be-| presents the simplest means of replacing 
coming acquainted with the history and | the loss of fluid, which, as it is separated 
treatment of the disease in various places. from the system in vast quantities, must, 
The treatment to which I desire to call in reason, require an equally copious 
the attention of your readers is as fol-| supply. : 
lows :—Jn any stage of the disease between t is, however, incumbent on me to 
the first copious dejection and the col-| state, that in no instance has the strych- 
lapse, comprising the period in which | nine produced any deleterious, or even 
medical aid is usually sought, I give one-| any unpleasant effects, and that consecu- 
twelfth of a grain of pure strychnine, made tive fever supervenes not in this mode of 
into pills with crumb of bread (or, where | treatment, the patient being at once re- 
deglutition is difficult, white sugar, and in | stored to health; and J must add, at the 
this case rubbed into the tongue). This I | risk of not being believed, that I have ex- 
repeat every quarter of an hour for the perienced no instance of failure when this 
first hour, and every half hour for the | treatment has been fairly tried. 
second and the third hour, diminishing} In conclusion, I beg leave to relate one 
the frequency, of the dose until the violent | case which, I think, speaks volumes in 
symptoms are subdued, which is generally | behalf of this treatment. In a house in 
accomplished with fwelve pills, rarely re- | the neighbourhood of the Minories, each 


quiring so many as eighteen. 

I gratify the patient's inordinate thirst 
by an unlimited allowance of cold water, 
which they will not fail to indulge in to 
the extent of gallons. The first symptom 
which yields to this treatment is the 
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floor occupied by a separate family, six 
persons were attacked with cholera. One 
case fell to my lot; the other five were at- 
tended by such medical gentlemen as en- 
joyed the confidence of the respective pa- 
tients. The one patient whose case was 
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treated with strychnine and cold water,’ 
recovered. The remaining five (under 
what treatment I know not) “ sleep the 

from which there is noawaking.” I 
have the honour to be, Sir, your most 
humble servant, 

C. E, Jenkins. 
13, Great Prescot-st., Aug. 17, 1835. 


ON THE | 
PRODUCTION OF ALVINE FLATUS, | 
AND 

ITS USES. 


By F. Busn, Esq, Surgeon, Frome. 


Tur. process of Cigestion is a vital ani-| 
mal operation, and is not to be explained | 
on chemical principles. In every species! 
of animal the prodact of digestion is differ- | 
ent from that of every other species; the | 
flesh, the secretions, the excretions, differ. 

gestion is analogous in the different | 
orders, but is not similar, or the substances 
produced by it would also be similar. 

In man, the functions of the stomach | 
and alvine tube, constituting as these | 
organs do the fountain of supply by which 
our growth is perfected, and our con- 
stitution sustained in health, and restored 
when impaired by disease, must be con- | 
temp as deserving a considerable | 
share of the attention of every person, and 
more especially that of the medical prac- | 
titioner, whose duties place him in society | 
as the guardian of health. Man soon be- 
comes enervated, and incapable of useful 
exertion, and of social enjoyment, and 
even sinks to death, when these organs, 
the stomach and bowels, become the seat 
of lesion to any considerable extent. Dis- 
ordered action will soon be followed by 
altered structure,—altered structure by 
morbid secretions and imperfect excre- 
tions; the system will not be supplied 
with healthy nutriment, neither will the 
excretory organs remove from it that | 
which is necessary to be thrown off to| 
constitute a state of health. Such con- 
sequences can only be averted by watch- 
fulness to avoid their causes, one of the 
chief of which is want of attention to, or 
want of judgment in, the selection of food. 
In the present state of society we are so 
fettered by habit that every act of our 
lives is influenced by one of these causes ; 
but in nothing is it more apparent than in 
our mode of living,—that is, in the use of 
the various articles of diet, or our selec- 
tion of food, and in the means to which 


we have recourse for the purpose of 
countéracting the effects of the errors we 
commit. Errors of this description are 
most frequently met with in those walks 
of life, where the table is bountifully 
and the necessity of labour,—ac- 
tive labour,—is not imposed on those who 
indulge in the luxuries with which it is 
covered ; such persons usually feel flatu- 
lency, constipation, headach, &c. &c., at a 
early period of life, and more espe- 
cially such among them as are, from dis- 
or occupation, of sedentary 
bits. 
It may be proper, then, here to inquire 
whether gas or flatus in the stomach and 


bowels be a healthy or a morbid produc- 
tion, that is, whether it conduces to health 
or is productive or symptomatic of dis- 
e 


ase. 

Examination of the bowels of animals in 
general, will show that flatus exists in them 
all, but that some have more of it than 
others. The herbivorous, such as sheep 
and oxen, when slaughtered in the most 
healthy state, present the bowels distended 
with flatus: so the horse is in good health 
when he crepitates loudly and frequently : 
carnivorous animals have the bowels also 
distended with gas, but not to the same 
extent as such as feed on vegetable matter. 
The bowels of man are also, when in a 
state of health, constantly distended with 
flatus. 

Query, Does flatus in the bowels owe its 
origin wholly to digestion, or does it exist 
before birth? The bladder contains urine 
before birth: I have often seen a child 
micturate as soon as born; and the bowels 
contain fecal matter before food has been 
taken. 

These facts would ap; to furnish 
prost that flatus in the bowels is a 

ealthy production, and as necessary to 
the well-being of the animal, as the secre- 
tion of the bile or urine. If it were not, 
would it be constantly found to exist in 
the bowels of state of 
health ? 

I shall now advert to the use of flatus 
in the animal economy. When the struc- 
ture of the bowels is examined in man, 
we find it to be an irregulartube of various 
lengths, and of unequal caliber; this tube 
is composed of three coats or tissues, 
namely, the peritoneal, the muscular, and 
the villous; the peritoneal is common to 
all the abdominal viscera, the muscular, 
peculiar to the bowels, consisting of fibres, 
some distributed longitudinally, others in 
irregular circles ; and the villous tissue or 
coat is furnished with vessels to take up 
nutriment and admit mucus, and perhaps 
to yield gas. In whatever way gas is pro- 
duced, it is evident that during the diges- 


ALVINE 


tion of some ingesta, a much greater quan- 
tity of it is formed than during the diges- 
tion of other kinds of food. In what part 
of the prime vie ges is generated, may 
be a question not easily answered; but it 
is worthy of remark, that the jejunum, as 
the name implies, is found wy | ;” it 
contains little or nothing more than flatus; 
whether this portion of the bowels be an 
organ secreting gas, or only the recepta- 
cle of it, I am not prepared to show; but 
the circumstance is well known. 

From the facts which I have stated, I 
am induced to infer that flatus becomes a 
subject of inconvenience only, when, from 
some irregular action of the muscular 
fibres of the bowels, it finds more than 
ordinary resistance to its free passage 
through the tube. From the constraints of 
society, which render it impossible, in ac- 
cordance with its usages, to pass off flatus 
at all times when our feelings urge us to 
do so, and from our temporary painful 
sensations from retention, which go off 
without the sensible escape of flatus by 
the anus or mouth, I am led to believe that | 
it may be decomposed and taken up in 
some way with which we are not ac- 
quainted. It has been before observed 
that some substances are attended by more 
flatus while undergoing digestion than! 
others ; and such substances as yicld most 
feculent matter are accompanied by the 
most flatas; this applies to the coarser 


vegetables used as food: om the contrary 
animal food, and the more nutritious vege- 
table food, such as wheaten bread Xc., are 
not attended during digestion with the 


same quantity of gas. Indeed it may be 
received as a truth, that the substances 
which give the least nourishment, and are 
required to be taken in large quantities to 
support life, afford most feculent matter 
and the largest portion of gas; this ap- 
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cles, and some of the muscles of the tho- 
rax, are without antagonist muscles; but 
in each of these cases, there is some me- 
chanical force applied as a substitute for 
the action of muscles. The cesophagus is 
distended in the act of swallowing food; 
the urinary bladder by the accumulation 
of water; the gall-bladder by bile; the 
muscles of the chest by the inhalation of 
air;and the etonhedt muscles by flatus 
in the bowels, as well as from the pressure 
of the atmosphere acting on the lungs 
during inspiration, through those on the 
diaphragm, the contents of the bowels, 
and lastly on the abdominal muscles. 

In intussusception I cannot conceive 
any power capable of affording relief but 
the elastic agency of alvine gas. Assum- 
ing then that alvine gas in the bowels is 
nece to health, being the antagonist 
to the muscles of the bowels, and that it 
only becomes troublesome when it does 
not keep them sufficiently distended for 
the feces to pass off freely; if this view 
of the subject be correct, a question arises 
as to the best mode to be followed to ob- 
viate constipation and dyspepsia; that is, 
to enable the stomach to perform “healthy 
digestion, and the bowels to throw off the 
feculent remainder of that which is taken 
as food, without the use of purgatives or 
injections. From the nature of this ques- 
tion, it is not to be inferred that a state 
of torpor, requiring even the most active 
purgatives, can for a moment be supposed 
not to occur often; on the contrary, from 
the want of attention to diet, clothing, 
and exercise, purgative medicines will be 
required. In most constitutions there is 
a peculiar idiosyncracy or disposition to 
take on morbid action in some particular 
organ from taking cold, which would ap- 
pear to be a deranged state, primarily, of 
that extensive, absorbing, an! secreting 


pears to be a provision to keep the caliber! surface, the skin. The bowels and liver 
of the bowels free, and large enough for) often become secondarily affected, and a 
the dejections to pass easily. If this order train of symptoms follows, not to be sub- 
had not been established, the frequent, if/dued but by active medical treatment; 
not constant action of the muscles, by that is by depletion, by bleeding, and pur- 
which the peristaltic motion is effected, | gatives, as well as the use of antispas. 
would soon close the tube, from the want) modics, diaphoretics, &c. It is worthy of 
of some opposing power to those muscles. | remark, that, in cases of obstruction of the 
These muscles are furnished for the pur- | bowels from spasm, inflammation, hernia, 
pose of expulsion, and have no antagonists 5, and costiveness, belching and sickness oc- 
there is no provision, but that afforded by cur; bit that no wind passes by the 
the elasticity of the alvine gas, for keep-| bowels; and that the escape of flatus freely 
ing the caliber of the canal in a healthy by the rectum is a most iavourable event, 
-state, or of restoring it to a proper size being commonly followed by discharges of 
when contracted by disease. Some other | stercoraceous matter, and complete re- 
examples in the animal economy besides lief; so that flatus may be considered as 
the bowels may be adduced, where mus- | the courier avent of more solid matter. It 


cular fibres have no muscular antagonists ; 
this is the case with the urinary bladder, 
gall-bladder, esophagus; and it may be 
that some of the abdominal mus- j 


has been stated that the persons most 
subject to dyspnoea and constipation, are 
those fed at tables spread with delicacies, 


and such as do not take freely of the 
2U2 


660 DR. COX'S CASE 


coarser vegetable substances. This opi-} 
nion is strengthened by the fact, that the 

rustic labourer whose food is chiefly of 
the coarsest kind, is rarely the subject of 
dyspepsia and constipation, and the vari- 
ous ills that attend them. 

From what has been said, it may be of 
some interest to persons subject to cos- 
tiveness and dyspepsia to direct the at- 
tention to ascertain whether the best 
method to bring the stomach and bowels 
into a healthy state, is to live chiefly on 
animal food, wheaten bread, and such 
matter as is considered not to yield much 
flatus; or to indulge freely in eating the 
less nutritious vegetable substances, such 
as cabbage, spinach, turnips, peas, beans, 
onions, apples, salads, and such other of | 
the esculent vegetables as are known from 
experience to be attended, while passing | 
through the process of digestion and ex- 
pulsion, with much flatus. 

The dyspeptic who has avoided vegeta-— 
bles from an impression that they are hard | 
of digestion, and liable to increase his un- | 
pleasant feeling, would do well not to be, 
discouraged from their use; if, on oat 
suming them, he finds himself a little un- 
easy, such a feeling must necessarily arise, 
if a morbid contracted state of the tissues 
of the bowels is to be overcome by the 
meehanical elastic force of alvine gas; 
and if such a state does exist, I can con- 
ceive no other means by which such a 
morbid state can be removed, and a sound 
one established. 

Frome, Aug. 10, 1885. 


POISONING WITH THE CARBONATE 
OF POTASS, 


To the Editor of Tar Lancer. 


Sin,—As there are not many recorded 
eases of poisoning by carbonate of potass, 
1 ofer for publication the following one of 
recest occurrence. I am, Sir, your obe- 
dient servant, 

W. Travers Cox, M.D. 
Memb. of the Coll. of Physicians. 
Great Yarmouth, Aug. 18, 1835. 


Hurst, aged three years, the child of a 
respectable publican, coming into the pub- 
lic room where she expected to find some 
beer in the bottom of a jug, put it quickly 
to her mouth, and drank off some pearl- 
ash that had become fluid by deliquescence. 
The same evening, August 14, an hour 
and a half after the accident, the child was 
brought to me with the lips, tongue, and 


fauces swollen, soft, and red; the breath- 
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ing laboured, and a rattling in the trachea 
and larger tubes; the pulse quick and 
feeble, and the surface generally cold. I 
ordered an emetic of ipecacuanha imme- 
diately, and, afterwards, as much warm 
strong lemon juice and water as the child 
could be made to take, at the same time a 
blister was applied to the stomach. There 
had been previously no vomiting, and the 
emetic itself, repeated once or twice, had 
but little effect. In the morning the child 
was evidently sinking; the pulse was more 
indistinct ; the surface colder; the breath- 
ing more laboured and rattling. 


During the day the little patient took a 
demulcent mixture, and as much milk as 
she could swallow, and had another blister 
applied; but the mucous rattle and suffo- 
cation increased, convulsions followed, and 
the child died this evening. 


On opening the body fourteen hours 
after death, the following were the morbid 
appearances :—The mucous membrane of 
the lips, tongue, and fauces, was sloughy, 
and, in the tongue, the cellular tissue 
likewise was easily broken down by the 
forceps. On opening the laryna, the rima 
glottidis was narrowed by vascular injec- 
tion and extravasation into the submucous 
cellular membrane. The ventricle of the 
larynx and the lower folds were slightly 
red and thickened; below this the mu- 
cous membrane was sufficiently pale, but 
the trachea and larger tubes were loaded 
with frothy mucus. The Jungs were 
healthy. e @sophagus in its whole 
length, but particularly at its commence- 
ment and termination, had patches of 
chocolate colour merging into dark and 
florid red. Distinct bloodvessels, black 
as a pen, would mark them, ran longitu- 
dinally underneath the patches. In the 
stomach was a place about two inches in 
length. and an inch and a half in breadth, 
commencing about an inch below the car- 
diac orifice, on the lesser curvature, nearly 
black on its surface, and seeming at first 
glance deprived of its mucous membrane. 
It was nearly surrounded by a florid red, 
abrupt, elevated edges, which seemed at 
first like a breach of continuity. On 
closer examination this edge was found to 
be the result of vascular injection, and a 
line of thickened submucous membrane 
which seemed to have undergone adhesive 
inflammation. The mucous membrane 
was found to be continuous, and was the 
seat of the blackness. Dark vessels almost 
black, as in the gullet, were seen to tra- 
verse this patch, and terminate in the vas- 
cular line of demarcation or thickened 
edge. Between this extensive lesion and 
the cardiac orifice, there were one or two 


smaller spots of florid redness, not defined, 
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MR. WILKINSON ON THE HYD. OF POTASH. 


and not elevated above the surrounding 
membrane. 

The mucous membrane in the neigh- 
bourhood was yellowish and pulpy. In 
the bulging extremity and great curve, 
there was not the appearance of any le- 
sion, and the mucous membrane was rather 
pale than otherwise. The peritoncum 
was healthy. 

lonly wish to remark, that the imme- 
diate cause of death in this case was suf- 
focation ; that there was no retching or 
vomiting, except from medicine, and then 
it was effected with difficulty; that there’ 
was no demonstration of pain, and, in the 

-mortem appearances, that the signs of 
esion were, in the stomach, confined to 
its commencement fearly, and to the lesser 
curvature. Mr. James Paget, of Guy's! 
Hospital, who was kind enough to assist 
me in the post-mortem examination, has 
made a beautiful drawing of the morbid 
appearances, which I dare say he will 
have much pleasure in showing. 


CURE OF A 


SCROFULOUS AFFECTION 
OF THE 
KNEE-JOINT, AND HYDROCELE, 
WITH THE 
HYDRIODATE OF POTASH. 


To the Editor of Tak Lancer. 
Sir,—As the following cases will tend 
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swelled, she was ordered to add a portion 
of a lotio saturna to each poultice and 
fomentation. 

26. I was this day requested to see her. 
She lives at a distance of four miles from 
my residence. I found the knee v 
painful and swollen, especially on the | 
and anterior side of the patella. She was 
orderes! to continue the local remedies. 

March 2. I opened an abscess in the 
knee in the situation already alluded to, 
which discharged a quantity of scrofulous 
matter, amounting in all to between a gill 
and a pint. Continue the local applica- 
tions. 

5. Patient and abscess doing as well as 
could be expected. Besides the abscess 
which I opened yesterday, there are half 
a dozen ulcers on various parts of the 
knee, discharging more or less matter. 

11. To have the following powder :— 


|R Pule. Jalop. gra. xv; Submur. 


grs. v. Misce, et fiat pulvis catharticus, 


12. Rept. lotio saturna. 

19. Rept. lotio saturna, cerati resinz 3). 

23. Ulcers still discharging matter. 

April 4. I now determined to try the 
internal effects of the hydriodas potassx, 
and she was ordered to take the following 
mixture:— Hydriodatis Potasse 38s; 
Aqua Menthe Pip. Ziv. M. capt. cochlear, 
dimid. ter in dies. 

12. The ulcers and general appearance 
of the knee in statu quo. )% Hirudin. iv. 
Lotio saturna. 

R Hydriodat. Potasse 5i; 

Aque Menth. Pip. 3viij. M. Capt. 
cochl. magn. ijter indies. Pil. 
Rhei Comp. 3j. (P. E.) Carb. Sode 
=j. Misce, fiat massa, quam in 


to illustrate in a wonderful manner the 
sanative effects of the hydriodas potassa, 
both as an internal and as an external | 
remedy, I beg to transmit them for a place | 
in your excellent Journal. I am, Sir, your | 
obedient servant, 

E. Wiikryson. 


Aspatria, Cumberland, Aug. 14, 1835. 


Cass 1.— Serofulous Affection. — Mrs. 
Reed, of Gilcrux, upwards of thirty years 
of age, applied to me for advice, Feb. 12, 
1832, respecting an affection of her knee. 
It was painful and considerably swollen, 
but without redness, and presented seve- 
ral ulcers, apparently of a scrofulous na- 
ture, the discharge from them being some- 
times thin and ichorous, and at another 
time mixed with white and opake mat- 
ter. I ordered the patient to apply the 
ceratum calamine once a day to the sores, 
to poultice the knee, and to foment it fre- 
quently with a decoction of the althea 
officinalis. 

19. The knee being very painf and 


pilulas xxiv divide. Sumat ij bis 
in dies. 

24. There is now a decided and con- 
siderable improvement in the general ap- 
pearance of the knee. The joint appears 
considerably less in bulk, and the ulcers 
have begun to heal up, and to discharge 
less. On asking the patient how the 
medicine agreed with her, she replied that 
it made her rather sick. Kk Hydriodat. 
Potasse@ Carb. Sode >i; Aque Menthe 
Pip. 3viij. M. To betaken as before. 

30. The knee has now assumed its 
natural bulk and appearance, and the 
whole of the ulcers have completely healed 
up. The patient says that her knee has 
continued quite well from that to the 
present time, and that she has not since 
experienced any uneasiness in it except 
from a sense of weakness when much 
wearied by bodily labour. 


Cast 2.—Hydrocele.—On the 6th of 
October, 1834, Mr. S. of Westnewton 
brought bis son to me to consult me about 
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a hydrocele. The boy was seven years of same manner with different success, or 
age, and of a delicate and scrofulous con- whether, in fact, he cured all the persons 
stitution. The hydrocele could be attri- who fell under his care,” &c. “ We find 
buted to no cause. The tunica vaginalis ourselves compelled to suspend any judg- 
and scrotum were distended to the size of ment upon the remedy he advocates, un- 


ahen’s egg. With a view of promoting til we know in a more 


manner the 


tion of the contained fluid before relation of the deaths, or the cures, to the 
tapping the hydrocele, I directed a portion whole number treated. We should not 
of the Ungt. Hydr. Fort. to be rubbed on | omit to mention that salivation never fol- 
it two or three times a day, but as the lowed in any case, although the strong 


ointment caused a good deal of cuticular | 
excitement and irritation, without 
a proving beneficial, it was soon 


On the 11th of the same month, finding | 
that no beneficial result had been obtained 
from the previous plan of treatment, I 
ordered a drachm of the Ungt. Hydriodat. 
Potasse to be rubbed in three times a day, 
and a dose of four grains of the Submur. 
Hydr. to be given. This treatment was 
continued more or less regularly until the 
20th, without producing any change in the 
hydrocele, in consequence of which I de- 
termined on resorting to puncture, and 
accordingly opened the hydrocele with a 
common lancet, after which the sac was. 
completely emptied of its fluid contents. 


mercurial ointment rubbed in sometimes 
amounted to several ounces.” 


As your Journal circulates through a 


‘society of medica) practitioners here, I 
did not get sight of this Number until last 
night; and I take the liberty of present- 
ing to you a copy of a thesis upon the 
subject in question, by which you will see 
the reported success of the mercurial 
treatment by inunction, borne out by am- 
ple and satisfactory experience. Should 


you deem this testimony and the subject 


itself worth a place in your Journal, it is 


at your service; and as this periodical is 


so extensively read, it may possibly reach 
the eye of the Marseilles practitioner, and 
gratify him by the knowledge that his 


mode of treatment has found similar suc- 


My learned and talented friend, Dr. cess inthis country. 1am, Sir, your obe- 


Barnes, of Carlisle, having seen the case dient servant, 


the day previous, advised me to make use 
of the red-port injection &c. after tapping 
the hydrocele, but thinking this to be a 
very favourable opportunity of testing the 
effects of the local application of the 
hydriodas potasse, I resolved to give it 
a fair trial. Accordingly, I waited until 
the hydrocele had acquired about half its 
original size, when I directed a drachm of 
the ointment of the hydriodate, in the 
La oe rea of 3) to an ounce of lard, to be 
rub’ in three times a day. The oint- 
ment was first applied in this case on the 
8th of November, and half the quantity 
more was repeated on the 22nd, which, 
together with the puncturing, has effected 
acomplete and radical cure, as the boy 
was soon free from all complaint, and has 
continued so up to the present moment. 


MERCURIAL FRICTIONS IN 
MALIGNANT CHOLERA. 


To the Editor of Tat Lancer. 


Sirx,—In Tue Lancet of the 25th ult. 
there appears a Memoir on the Cholera 
of Marseilles, and the use of mercurial 
frictions, starch enemata, &c., with the 
following observation :—“ Seventeen cases 
are given; in all the success was constant, 
but we are unable to ascertain whether 


M. Robert treated any other cases in the! 


H. H. Parkin, 
Royal Marine Infirmary, Woolwich, 
Aug. 18, 1835. 


CEREBRAL DEVELOPMENT 


INOPERATIVE ON THE 


SEX OF THE FETUS. 


To the Editor of Tur Lancer. 


Srr,—There appeared in Tue Lancet 
a week or two since a few observations on 
this very important and little understood 
physiological subject, but there are two or 
three facts which seem to have escaped the 
notice of “ Philoneuron,” to which I would 
solicit his attention. 

The theory which your correspondent 
has advanced is, “ that the distinction of 
sex in the human family is originally made 
by the greater or less deposition of cere- 
bral matter in the embryo ;” and the only 
argument which he has adduced, is the 
late period of the foetal existence in which 
the determination of the future sex oc- 
curs—regarding the views of that class of 
physiologists as correct, who contend that 
the primitive sex of every foetus is female, 
and that the male organs of generation are 
merely the greater evolution or develop- 
ment of the female organs; “also we 
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know,” he says, “ that until an advanced , These facts would seem to argue a deve- 
stage of foetal existence there is no appa- lopment of the genital oryans, and of the 
rent difference of sex; in fact, that this other systems of the body, entirely inde- 
difference is not settled until a certain pendent of each other. We have no evi- 
point of cerebral development is attained.” | dence whatever of the formation of any 
I think he will find that the period part of the feetus at an early period being 
when this change takes place is not so | controlled by the cerebrum, but we rather 
advanced as he supposes. In the very see from this eccentric mode of develop- 
early periods of fwtal existence we know|ment that this organ is later in being 
that there is a difficulty of deciding upon formed than many other parts. We may use 
the nature of the sex; the projection ob-| the terms nisus formativus or vis formativa, 
served in the median line is not very which are but names for the vital power 
readily distinguished as a penis or clitoris, or action of the embryo, and which serve to 
aud this is surrounded with other projec-, show how little is known of the real cause 
tions which are as hardly distinguished as/of the formation of the organs, for this is 
the scrotum or labia, but, assuredly, at one of the arcana of nature, and as such 
the same time there is not such indecision cau be but little explored by the physio- 
in nature, and we canuot take upon our- logist. 
selves to say that there is not at thatearly; I would observe that the knowledge of 
riod even the germ of the uterus with the eccentric development of the different 
its appendages destined to be developed |parts of the foetal body has thrown con- 
in the female, or of the testicles and its’ siderable light on one of the most difficult 
appurtenances to be developed in the subjects connected with the animal eco- 
male. ,; nomy,—the occasional formation of those 
In descriptions of the progressive growth | curious productions called monsters: they 
of the fuetus, we find that the genitals for’ are no longer considered as the produc- 
a time are scarcely to be observed; but in tions of a supernatural agency, and the 
the third rnonth they are large in propor- | superstitious ceremonies connected with 
tion to the body, and that in the early pe-|the birth of these beings are now at an 
riod there is no brain, but only the spinal|end. “ It is now, however, clearly ascer- 
chord, so that the fwtus resembles an ani-' tained by researches, conducted in the 
mal of the lowest order: about the second | true spirit of philosophic inquiry, that the 
month the brain is discovered very small, | different anomalies of form and structure 


and evidently formed by a prolongation | which from time to time occur in the hu- 
of the chord, or the corpora olivaria and man foetus, are determined by a partial 
povemiiale. The pons is not seen till the suspension or derangement of the process 
ourth month, the pyramidalia are defined |of development, by which certain parts 
in the fifth, the olivaria are not so distinct are left more or less incomplete, and 


till the seventh, nor are the convolutions 
of the brain seen till then; before the sixth 
month the brain is semi-fluid. 
Inorganized bodies are formed, com- 
mencing with a central nucleus ; they are 
eularged by the successive deposition of 
layers on their surfaces; this is what 
Quain has termed concentric development ; 
but the bodies of the animal kingdom grow 
and increase by a process the reverse of 
this; the development of each part taken | 
singly, and of the whole body taken in its 
aggregate, begins at the circumference, 
and thence proceeds towards the centre. 
This principle of eccentric development 
evidently obtains in the osseous and mus- 
cular systems, and “ the nervous system 
in its development obeys the same law ; 


stinted of their natural proportions. This 
of course occurs most usually along the 
median line, and in one case will amount 
to no more than a hare-lip or a fissured 
palate, which are owing to a want of 
union between their lateral parts. The 
various forms of hermaphroditism are at- 
tributable to a want of union in the pubic 
and perineal regions, or, rather, to a de- 
rangement in the development of the 
generative system; and if the walls of the 
abdomen be incomplete from the same 
cause, the viscera may remain more or 
less uncovered.” t+ 

The apparent hermaphroditism of the 
male generally proceeds from a malforma- 
tion of the scrotum, which, about the 
raphe or middle part, has a slit or fissure 


the nerves on the sides of the head, trunk, | formed by two folds of the skin, having 
and pelvis, are formed independently of very much the appearance of the labia, 
the brain and spinal marrow, and their | especially when the testicles have not 
chords and filaments may be distinctly | descended, but have remained ia their 
traced, so that the nerves may be said to! embryotic position, or behind the inguinal 
begin where they have hitherto been/ring. This approach tothe appearance of 


thought to terminate, and vice versd.* 
Medical School, Aldersgate Sweet, by Jones 


* See Two Latroductory Lectares on the Study | Quain, M.B. 1830, 
of Anatomy and Physiology, delivered at the| + Quain’s Lectures. 
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ns will be increased very | than base the production of the male from 
particu- 


much by the diminutive size of the penis, | a primitive female sex, upon any 


by the extremit 
being perforat 


of the projection not|lar development of the cerebrum or any 
by the urethra, and/other organ. I would ask, What share 


sometimes by the existence of a commu-|can the cerebrum or any corresponding 
nication between the penis or scrotumand!organ at the superior extremity of the 
the rectum. Again, one of the apparent | spinal chord in acephalous monsters, have 
hermaphroditisms of the female is the!in the production of comparatively perfect 
greatly enlarged clitoris, but which is|male or female organs? Will not this fact, 
never perforated by the urethra. Another | together with that of perfect female or- 
apparent hermaphroditism is the blending/gans being formed in dicephaiows mon- 


together of the generative organs of both 


sters, tend to disprove any participation 


sexes, and is the nearest approach to real! of the cerebrum in determining the sex? 


hermaphroditism. There has occurred a 


Phrenology seems to have afforded your 


case in which there has been a body resem-| correspondent the views upon which he 
has founded his opinion. The difference of 
formed by two folds of skin closely re-| character of man and woman is not to be 
sembling the labia, and on the one side | explained by the development or non-de- 

velopment of any of the different portions 
its spermatic chord, and vas deferens ;| of the brain described by phrenologists, ay 
with a vesicula seminalis on the same 'the residences or media of action of the 


bling a penis, beneath which was a fissure, 


the labium has contained a testicle, with 


side, too, filled with semen masculinum, | various faculties and 
which has oozed out by a canal opening/racters and dispos 


ions; their cha- 
jtions are admirably 


on the vera-montanum ; the other labium | adapted to their different positions and 


or fold of integuments has enclosed an 
imperfect uterus, and a fallopian tube, 
embracing with its fimbriated extremity 
a well-formed ovarium. 


In the apparent hermaphroditism of 
males, the principle of eccentric develop- 
ment primarily, and of suspension of de- 
velopment /aferaily, will account for the 
deficiency in the median line, and the 


consequent resemblance to the female 
organs. In the apparent hermaphroditism 
of females we must look for some other 
cause than this, and much more so in the 
last instance of hermaphroditism which 
T have mentioned. 


What condition of the development of 
the cerebrum will explain these malforma- 
tions? We have seen, too, that the brain 
is much later in being perfectly developed 
than some other parts of the body. I 
cannot think that the male organs are but 
the evolution or extraversion of the female 
organs,—that there is a period of the 
embryotic existence in which it is depen- 
dent upon any other organization whether 
there be a penis or a clitoris, traversed with 
an urethra or not,— whether there be 
testicles with their numerous coverings, 


duties in society; and the difference of 
education suitable to the dissimilar duties 
of the two sexes will, in my opinion, more 
reasonably explain the state of the “ in- 


tellectual and emotional faculties” in the 
two sexes, than the argument that it de- 
pends upon whichever organ “ 4 
to be most developed,” the cerebral or the 
cerebellic. The intellectual powers dis- 
played by numerous females in all ages, 
would not justify the arrangement of that 
class asa gradation inferior to man, nor 
is the assertion correct, that all females 
who distinguish themselves by their intel- 
lectual attainments, are deprived of “ the 
peculiar feminine softness and grace of 
their less intellectual sisterhood ;” at any 
rate, admirer as I am of the infellectuality 
of the most perfect of the brute creation 
‘and I imagine that I am for allowing 
them to possess as great a share of mental 
powers as your correspondent is), 1 would 
not subscribe my belief that “ a female is 
an imperfect, but a near approach toa 
male, and a necessary gradation between 
man and the higher classes of intellectual 
animals.” 

1 would solicit the attention of your 
readers to the subject that has called forth 


spermatic chords, vasa deferentia, vesicule 


the present observations, with a view of 


seminales, or not,—whether there be the eliciting a research into this very interest- 
uterus with fallopian tubes, ovaries, round | ing physiological question, and I hope that 
I 


ligaments, and vagina, or not. The dissi- 
milarity of the perfect generative organs 
in the two sexes is so very great, and the 


participation of the female in the office of 


continuing the species so very important, 
and requiring so different an organization 


from that of the male, that I would rather 


conceive the existence of a distinct prin- 
ciple for each sex in the embryotic germ, 


my design may not prove useless. I am, 
Sir, your obedient 
J. H. B. 


London, August 15, 1835. 
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positive, and the other a negative elec- 
tricity, when brought into contact (a pro- 
position necessary for the support of Sir 
—_- H. Davy's theory), that the potassium 
To the Editor of Tae Lancer. which becomes positive, contains more 
electricity than the oxygen which becomes 

Sin,—The beautiful theory advanced by negative. If so,—if this obtain when they 
Sir H. Davy to account for chemical af- are both placed under similar circum- 
finity, by ascribing it to electrical agency, | stances—both at an equilibrium of elec- 
has many supporters, because it is a the- | tricity,—they must have different capacities 
ory founded on extensive observation and for electricity; so that the inference of 
numerous facts. It supplies chemists different capacities for electricity is, I 
with a principle capable of accounting for think, full as clear as that the inference 
the phenomena ascribed to affinity, and of the attractive force or affinity is depen- 
affords a consistent explanation of the dent on electricity. This theory will 
chemical agencies of the voltaic apparatus. account for some bodies having a dispo- 
Dr. Turner briefly embodies the substance sition to unite, others evincing no such 
of the theory as follows :—“ What chemists | disposition at all, &c. Thus, the two pith 
term ‘ chemical attraction,’ or ‘ affinity,’ balls, oppositely electrified, in consequence 
is, under this point of view, an electrical of the one containing an excess, and the 
arising from particles of a different other a deficiency, or at least a smaller 
kind, attracting each other in consequence | quantity of electricity, stand in the rela- 
of being in opposite states of clectrical tion of two dissimilar substances having 
excitement. Bodies which have a dispo- different specific electricities, and, con- 
sition to unite, assume opposite electrical | sequently, different quantities. And, in 
conditions when brought into contact, and like manner, they possess an attraction 


ELECTRO-CHEMICAL THEORY. 


the very existence of the compound de- 
pends on its elements retaining their state 
of excitement.” 

Now granting the validity of this opinion, 
still there is a residval phenomenon to be 
accounted for, viz.,-the reason why sub- 
stances of different kinds assume opposite 
electrical states when brought into con- 
tact. Judging from analogy, I think that 
a reasonable explanation can be found, by 
supposing particles of different substances 
to a different capacity for elec- 
tricity, or a different specific electricity. 
We know that bodies have different capa- 


cities for heat. Thus we know that mer-| 


cury at the temperature of 212% degrees 
contains a very different quantity of heat 
from that of an equal weight of water at 
a similar temperature; and it is a legiti- 
mate inference, in perfect conformity with 
the laws of induction, to assume that 


for each other, but no sooner do they 
touch each other, than an equilibrium of 
electricity is established, and they are no 
longer in the same relative condition, 
inasmuch as each now contains the same 
quantum of electricity as the other, hav- 
ing similar specific electricities. Thus, 
therefore, they no longer have an attrac- 
jtion for each other. This is very different 
| With regard to oxygen and potassium, which 
|bodies, when brought into contact, pow- 
erfully attract each other, and ‘¢hen still 
maintain each its different specific elec- 
tricity. Consequently their mutual at- 
traction continues. Hence the reason why 
the elements of a chemical compound 
retain their respective states of excite- 
ment, upon which the very existence of 
the compound depends. 

Substances which in their natural con- 
dition not only have no attraction or 


bodies also have different specific elec- | affinity for each other, but mutually repel 
tricities ; that two substances of different|each other (if any such actually exist), 
kinds, placed under such circ es should accordingly be considered as pos- 
that each has an equal opportunity of sessing like specific electricities; and the 
parting with or retaining its electricity, | disparity in the force of attraction de- 
and will contain,—when an equilibrium is pends, according to this view, on the 
established between cach of them and the disparity or the capacity for electricity. 
atmosphere and surrounding objects,—/To illustrate this by an example, we may 
and, consequently, between each other,| consider that the disparity between the 
also,—different quantities of electricity.| specific electricity of oxygen and potas- 
Now we know, that if two bodies of a, sium is so great, that they unite the mo- 
similar nature (say two pith balls) con-|ment they are brought within reach of 
tain dissimilar quantities of electricity, each other. Then the disparity in the 
they will attract each other, the one con-} specific electricities of oxygen and hydro- 
taining the greatest charge being positive; gen we may consider as /ess than that 
with regard to the other; and we may, between the two former, and that there- 
infer, that if two different bodies, such as;fore they do not unite when t 
potassiuin and oxygen, assume, the one al simp)y into contact. But they do not repel 
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each other, therefore they do not possess 
equal specific electricitics, so that dy 
making the disparity more apparent (which 
is done by giving each a higher charge, 
as whenanelectric spark is passed through 
them), they do attract each other and 
unite. Once united, their natural dispa- 
rity in electrical capacity suffices to hold 
them in union; so that we may consider 
that the difficulty of union of substances, 
and the quantity of additional electrical 
excitement required to make them com- 
bine, is a measure of the difference of their 
specific electricities. This theory will | 
account also for a substance evincing one | 
kind of electrical excitement when about 
to combine with one substance, and the | 
Opposite state when about to combine with | 
another. Thus, according to this view, 
sulphur possesses a greater specific elec- 
tricity than oxygen, and a less specific 
electrity than mercury, and is, conseguent- 
ly, ‘positive with regard to oxygen, and 
negative in relation to mercury. I am, 
Sir, your obedient servant, 
B. 
26, Woburn Place, Aug. 11, 1835. 


ABSTRACT OF THE EVIDENCE OF 


MEMBERS or tar ROYAL COLLEGE 
OF SURGEONS IN LONDON, 


TAKEN BEFORE THE 


PARLIAMENTARY MEDICAL 
COMMITTEE IN 1834. 


We refer to the following evidence as to 
that of a gentleman whose replies to the 
committee are likely to be looked for and 


perused with particular interest, for in- 


the whole profession there is not a man 
whose feelings towards the practitioners 
of the medical art are based upon better 


principles, or have been adhered to, through ti 


a long and most extensive intercourse, 
with greater firmness and integrity. The 
opinions of Mr. Warvrop on the govern- 
ment of the profession are liberal in the 
widest and purest sense of that word, and 
such as become a man who has paid great 
attention to the claims of the science, the 
just demands of its followers, and the ne- 
cessities of the public. These circum- 
stances will be made quite evident to the 
reader, although Mr. Waroror refrained, 


in the then-existing state of the inquiry, 


from offering to the Committee any defaiis 
for the future government of the profession. 
The surgeons in general practice will see 
that in Mr. Warpror, in whom they 
have so long had one of the ablest coadju- 
tors in the consultation room, they have 
here one of the warmest public friends. 


EVIDENCE OF JAMES WARDROP. 


509. You are a Member of the Royal 
Colleges of Surgeons, both of London and 
of Edinburgh ; a Fellow of the Royal So- 
ciety of Edinburgh ; and were surgeon to 
his late Majesty, and, lately, a lecturer on 
surgery ?"—“ Yes.” 

509*. “ Where did you receive your pro- 
fessional education?” —“ At Edinburgh, at 
London, at Paris, and at Vienna.” 

510. When did you become a member 
of the College of Surgeons of Edinburgh ?” 
—* At the age of twenty-two.” 

511. “Have you graduated ?”—* Yes.” 

512. “When did you come to London?” 
—* About six years after that period.” 

513. “ Did you practise at Edinburgh ?” 
“1 did for six years.” 

514. “Did you hold any office in the 
Edinburgh College of Surgeons ?”—“ I was 
an examinator, and curator of the mu- 
seum.” 

515. “What was your age when you 
were an examinator of that College ?”— 
“Twenty-four.” 

516. “And your standing in the profes- 
sion ?”~—“ Two years.” 

517. “Were seniors associated with 
juniors, as examinators, in that C i 
—“The board consisted of six. Two 
juniors, two seniors, and two middlemen in 
point of age,— thus divided on a principle 
of convenience and propriety.” 

518. “ What was the nature and scope 
of the examination ?”—*The duty of the 
examinator was cousidered to be, to satisfy 
himself and those around him of the fitness 
of the individual, by the knowledge evinced 
in the answers given to appropriate ques- 

ons ” 


519. “ Did the questions comprehend 
most of the subjects in the course now 
shown to you?”—“ I conceived myse!f en- 
titled to examine, and I was in the habit 
of examining, upon every one of those 
subjects.” 

520. “ Might the practice of conjoining 
junior examiners with seniors be advan- 
tageously introduced into the London 
College of Surgeons ?”—“ I think so.” 

521. “ For attending examinations once 
a week, for five or six hours at a time, 
what would be, fur a junior surgeon, a 
reasonable remuneration It is dif- 


ese 
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ficult to say; but they ought to be well 
paid, at the same time not making the 
remuneration the sole motive for 


ing the appointment, but partly the ho-/| one 


nour and credit attached to it.” 

522. “ How long have you been in prac- 
tice in London ?”—** Twenty-two years.” 

523. “To what branch has your atten- 
tion been more particularly devoted ?”— 
“It has not been devoted to any particu- 
lar part. My mind has been occupied in 
studying the whole of what has been call- 
ed medical science.” 

524. “ As surgeon to his late Majesty, 
did you receive any remuneration ?”—* I: 
did, I received 10007.” 

525. “ How long were you surgeon?” 
—* I was one of the surgeons extraordi- 
nary for about eight or ten years, and 
surgeon ‘to the Person’ during the last 
three or four years of his Majesty's life.” 

526. “Can you define the boundary 
which separates the practice of the physi- 
cian from that of the surgeon; and of the 
physician and surgeon from that of the 
general practitioner?” —“ The general 
practitioner is a man who is supposed to 
possess the knowledge both of the physi- 
cian and the surgeon; and he ought to 
possess it, from the nature of his avoca- 
tions.” 

527. “Is not a very large share of the 
surgeon’s practice of a medical nature?” 
—* Almost the whole of it. I believe the 
number of operations that are performed, 
or at least are performed with success 
(and the success measures the propriety 
of performing them), are very few. € 
great business of the surgeon is, to pre- 
vent diseases going to that length which 
requires an operation.” 

528. “If no defined line of separation 
can be drawn between the two depart- 
ments of practice, upon what well-founded 
distinctions have separate colleges been 
established for medicine and surgery ?”’— 
“TI believe there is no real distinction ; 

‘and the division leads to a great deal of 
bad feeling amongst the members of the 
different colleges. Cases are constantly 
occurring, in which disputes arise upon 
points of professional ctiquette ; and there 
is no printed authority to refer to, to know 
who is right.” 

529. “ Is it not desirable that both phy- 
sicians and surgeons should confine or 
extend their practice as they please ?”— 
“ No doubt of it, for the public interests ; 
although it may not be so for the interests 
of some individuals. There are associa- 
tions or cliques of medical men, the same 
as in other trades, who, by associating 
with each other, contrive to make em- 
ployment for one another; wherefore a 
patient, instead of being attended by one} 
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competent medical man, is attended by a 
surgeon, a physician, and an apothecary ; 
so that three advisers are paid, instead of 


530. ‘On the whole, should you say 
that the most highly instructed surgeons 
in general practice in this country, as a 
class, from the precision of the knowledge 
they are compelled to acquire of the 
healthy and morbid structure and func 
tions of the human boily, are better calen- 
lated to throw light upon medicine than 
the most highly educated physicians ?"— 
“They are, because it is quite necessary 
for a surgeon to know physic, but it is 
not necessary for a physician to know 
surgery.” 

531, “ Then you are not of opinion that 
the physician can be a safe practitioner 
who has not an intimate knowledge of 
surgery By no means.” 

532. “In the course of your practice, 
are you in the habit of meeting physicians 
in consultation upon strictly medical 
cases ?”’—“ At one time or another I have 
met in consultation almost all the phy- 
sicians and surgeons of eminence in 
London ; and I have often met physicians 
on surgical cases, and surgeons on medi- 
cal cases.” 

533. “ You would not expect, now-a- 
days, a physician to object to consult with 
you on a purely medical case, because you 
are a surgeon ?”—“ Certainly not; unless 
perhaps the case was of such notoriety 
that he would be afraid of being exposed 
to his own body of collegiate fellows ; but 
that never happened to myself.” 

534. “ In your time at Edinburgh, had 
most of the candidates for the diploma 
of the Edinburgh College of Surgeons, 
received a preliminary education ?”— 
** Every one,almost. Preliminary educa- 
tion, in Scotland, is much more easily ac- 
quired than in most other parts of Europe ; 
and, therefore, people of a very humble 
grade in life receive all the advantages of 
an education which cannot be acquired in 
England except by persons of much higher 
station in society.” 

535. “ Have the generality of the young 
men who apply for the London diploma, 
received a reasouably good preliminary 
education ?”—“ A great number of them, 
I fear, are very deficient. I have an im- 
pression that that arises, in many in- 
stances, from young men being compelled 
to serve an apprenticeship in druggists’ 
shops, where they have no opportunity of 
att nding to their education. In in- 
burgh, where there are many young men 
bound apprentices, they at the same time 
attend the different classes of the Univer- 
sity.” 

536, “ Do you approve of the curriculum 
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of study by the London College}may select from a large field the par- 
of Surgeons?”—“Its chief defect, as it} ticular case that he may wish to contem- 
has aluays oe to me, is, that as the | plate at one time, with great effect. At 


diploma of the College of Surgeons is not | Edinbargh they act upon that principle. 
ers to a man who practises surgery only, | They select out of the whole mass of sick 

ut who is to practise physic as well as|in their infirmary only a few individual 
surgery, the medical part of the curricu-| cases which are put into i 
lum is not sufficiently comprehensive. wards.” 

537. “Do you think that the Council of} | 539. “Do you concur in the following 
the London College of Surgeons is so con- | opinion, expressed by Mr. Lawrence in 
stituted as to be liable to the imputation} 1826? After mentioning the name of 
of making rules, or deciding cases, out of | Scarpa, Mr. Lawrence says: ‘The hos- 
regard to the personal interests of some of |‘ pital which has enabled him to render 
its own inembers ?”—“ It ap to me |‘ these important services to our science, 
that the whole of the regulations haye’)‘ contains, 1 believe, about twenty beds. 
been framed, on purpose to sérve the pri-|“Richter, the contemporary of Haller in 
vate interests of a large portion of the in- |‘ the University of Goettingen, celebrated 
dividuals who framed them.” ‘ throughout Europe for his judgment and 

538. “What is the scale of hospital |‘ practical skill, as well as for the cl ess 
which you would fix upon as the mini- |* and good sense of his writings, bad an 
mum which the College ought to recog- ‘ hospital of fifteen beds. The same insti- 
nise?"—“Those who are best able to ‘tution, now under the care of Professor 
judge, and who have no persofal interestin ‘ Langenbeck, an accomplished anatomist 
forming an opinion on the matter, have ‘and very dexterous operator, does not 
thought, that the fewer subjects the stu-|‘ contain more than twenty-five beds. 
dent had before him to contemplate, the |‘ The medical clinic in the general hos- 
more likely he would be to become master |‘ pital at Vienna consisted of two wards, 
of the cases ; and, therefore, that the large |‘ each containing twelve beds; and that of 
institutions were less likely than small |‘ the illustrious J. P. Frank, at Pavia, did 
ones to answer the purposts of education.|‘ not contain more than twenty. The 
Richter of Goettingen, who was considered ‘ surgical clinic at Vienna consists of four- 
the first surgeon that Gérmany ever pro-|‘ teen beds, eight for males, and six for 
daced,had only fifteen beds in his hospital.* , ‘ females; and that for diseases of the eye, of 
I am aware of the common opinion, that |‘ twenty-four. Thus, gentlemen, the great 
experience, as it is called, over an exten- ‘men whom I have cited (and the annals 
sive field of observation, is to be preferred |‘ of our profession contain no names more 
to a smaller field. But it is not so, in my | ‘ deservedly venerated than those of Rich- 
humble opinion, with regard to the students ‘ter, Scarpa, Von Hildenbrand, Frank, 

medicine. In after-life, aman who has |‘ and Beer), instead of estimating the ad- 
learned the rudiments of his profession, |‘ vantage of the student in a direct ratio 
‘to the number of patieuts submitted to 
* his observation, have considered it most 

*The following is an extract from ‘ conducive to his instruction to limit his 
Richter’s Medical and Surgical Observa- |‘ attention to a few cases; making each of 
tions: “There are only fifteen beds in the |‘ these a study, carefully investigating the 
public hospital of this place (Goettingen), |‘ history, symptoms, and causes, showing 
and 1 do not wish for more. 1 have per- |‘ the nature and seat of the affection, and 
mission and the opportunity to choose my |‘ the changes produced in the suffering 
patients, and of course I make choice of!‘ organs, pointing out the distinctions, and 
such cases as promise to be more par-|‘ the probable course and termination of 
ticularly important and instructive. In-|‘the disorder; and then explaining the 
deed I do not thiak that the experienced | principle of treatment, whether by diet, 
practitioner is formed by the number of}*‘ medicine, or general management.’”— 
patients. Experience is the result, not of] | perfectly accord with those opinions, 
seeing merely, but of reflecting. It is not| which, in fact, I had often canvassed with 
eating alone, but digestion, that gives} Mr. Lawrence, previously to his delivering 
strength. A physician who tells us that {them publicly.” 
he visits 150 and even a greater number} 540. “And therefore, in your opinion, 
of sick people daily, has, in my opinion, so} any limitation of the scale of hospitals en- 
little pretensions to the title of an ex-|titied to recognition by a medical board, 
perienced practitioner, that I would even | requiring them to have at lest 100 beds, is 
deny he had any experience at all. Truly,| not a judicious limitation?”—* No more 
nature is not so complaisant, that she will | than I should conceive it would be judi- 
unveil herself at once to whoever will] cious to have a law, that no man should be 
merely cast his eyes upon her.” accounted learned, who should study in a 
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library that contained less than a certain 
number of books.” 

541. “You think, then, that if a surgeon 
were to set on foot an hospital containing 
meaty patients, and wer¢''to direct the 
stadent’s particular attention to all the 
circumstances of each case, as Richter did 
at Goettingen, such an hospital ought, 
above all others, to meet with recognition 
from the Council ?’”—“I should think it 
the best possible institution for the educa- 
tion of students P medicine.” 

542. “Ought lecturers, or hospital sur- 
geons who have a class of pupils at an 


hospital, to be eligible as members of the | 


Court of Examiners; considering that they 
would have to examine their own pupils, 
or those of rival teachers; or at least to 
vote on their being allowed to pass ?”— 
“ As a general rule, I should think, that no 
teacher ought to be an examiner; but 
there might possibly be some exceptions.” 
543. “Considering that by far the 
ter number of the members of the 
‘ollege of Surgeons are general practi- 
tioners, is it reasonable to exclude them 
from the government of their own Col- 
lege ?”"—“ ] do not consider it reasonable.” 
544. “ What is your standing asa mem- 
ber of the London College ?”—* About 
twenty years. 


y 
545. “ Do you believe that members of 


the College have been passed over by the 
Council, and thereby for ever excluded 
from the Council, simply for expressing 
opinions in disapprobation of the existing 
constitution of the Council?”—“I have 
reason to believe so.” 

546. “ Have you reason to believe that 
you have been passed over by the Coun- 
cil?”—“ I have, and also that Mr. Law- 
rence was elected into the Council by a 


majority of only one, and was therefore | 


within an ace of being passed over.” 

547. “ Did not you and Mr. Lawrence 
in 1826 express strong opinions against 
the regulations of the Council, and against 
its existing constitution ; and did not both 
of you, in the same year, take an active 
part in the discussions of these matters at 
the meetings which were held of the mem- 
bers of the College ?”—“ We did.” 

548. “ Were you ever surgeon to any 
hospital in London ?"’"—“ I was surgeon to 
the Hospital of Surgery in Panton Square, 
which was founded on the model of those 


hospitals in foreign countries that have | 


been just alluded tx.” 

549. “ Was that hospital recognised by 
the College ?”—“ No, the hospital was 
founded upon principles, in most respects, 
quite opposite to that of the other hospi- 
tals, members of the medical profes- 
sion having access to it without the pay- 
ment of any fee. I did not take any pu- 


MEDICAL COMMITTEE. 669 


pils, and therefore had no wish that it 
should be recognised. It was sup 

by subscription, and instituted for the ad- 
vancement of medical knowledge. I was 
also anxious to have the opportunity of 
proving the great advantages which the 
sick poor might derive from smail institu- 
tions, as well as the much greater extent 
of benefit which, by comparison, the do- 
nations of the charitable were by them 
enabled to perform. Great benefit also 
was derived by this hospital being thrown 
open to the profession; all our public in- 
stitutions being closed, unless on the pay- 
ment of exorbitant fees. It was opened 
iu 1824, and closed in 1831.” 


550. “ What, on the average, wus the 
monthly expense of each patient ?”—*“ The 
expense of an in-patient did not exceed 
one shilling a day. The out-patients pro- 
vided themselves with medicines, and care 
was taken to prescribe jor them in as 
economical a form as possible. It was 
often remarked by patients who had for- 
merly attended dispensaries, that they 
were frequently kept waiting for the 
medicines so long, that they preferred 
|paying for them, their time being of 
' greater value. 500/. a year was quite am- 
ple to sustain the institution on the scale 
/and for the purposes for which it was ori- 
|ginally intended. There was a house- 
keeper and one servant maid, Attention 
was paid to the arrangement of the pa- 
tients in each room, so that if one was in 
a helpless condition, the other was capa- 
ble of affording him assistance when in 
need; and those who had to undergo any 
severe operation, had usually some rela- 
tive who attended and nursed them, from 
which arrangement the sufferers found 
the greatest comfort, and the charity was 
enabled, with its limited means, greatly to 
| extend its objects. A house-surgeon, who 
‘lived adjoining to the hospital, was the 
| only officer in constant attendance.” 

551. “ What means did you take to pro- 
vide the hospital with cases?”—‘“ I had 
long been in the habit of giving advice to 
the sick poor at my own dwelling. These 

afterwards received at the hospital, 
where they were admitted without any 
recommendation but their bodily afflic- 
tions. Moreover, the circumstance of the 
institution being open to the medical pro- 
fession, and weekly meetings being held 
| in the operation room, the numerous visi- 
|tors took every opportunity of bringing 
cases of peculiar interest, and hence, more 
examples of remarkable diseases presented 
themselves at this small institution than 
perhaps at some of the large hospitals.” 

552. “ Does nepotism prevail in the 
London hospitals To a very 
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considerable extent I believe. I shonld 
think you would find, if you go over the 


list of the surgeons of the hospitals of 
London, that a considerable portion of 


them are, either immediately or more dis 


tantly, related to some one or other of the | 


medical officers who have preceded them.” 
553. “ What changes should be made 
in the Boards which examine candidates 
for practice in the profession ?”—“ There 
is evidently great room for improvement.” 
554. “ Shonld there be one general 


board to examine al! candidates for prac- | 


gery ?”—“ I am not aware that such an 
objection exists.” 

561. “Is the education less good in 
Scotland in consequence of being less 
expensive ?”—“ I think it is better: the 
best masters I have ever had, have been 
the cheapest.” 

562.“ Whatever changes may be made 
in the laws or usages of the medical pro- 
fession, if those changes are to be pro- 
ductive of any good, will it not be essen- 
tial to take care that the expense of good 


medical instruction is kept low ?”—“ De- 
cidedly. If a man have any reputation 


tice, and grant medical degrees?”—“ It asa teacher in any of the great towns, 
would be infinitely better than the pre-/ London, Dublin, or Edinburgh, he can get 
sent system. /& very handsome income, though the stu- 
555. “ How many years of study will dents pay him only a very moderate fee. 
render a man competent to practise sur-| The fees, I think, are much too high in 
gery ?”—“ A man ought to begin to prac- this metropolis. They are higher in pro- 
tise his profession at the age of twenty-/| portion to the value cf money, or of other 
one. His medical studies ought to be | commodities, than in the north.” 
commenced very carly,— combined with his} 563. “ Ought the state to punish irregu- 
general studies,—not requiring a man to| lar practitioners, for practising, or only for 
have completed a certain course of literary | assuming a professional title ?”—“ From 
and philosophical study Jefore he begins his our knowledge of mankind upon the sub- 
medical pursuits. A great deal of the drud- | ject of quackery, I do not think that any 
gery of medicine can be learnt best in/ legislative enactment can be of the least 
youth, such as that of dissection, and of lservice. The best educated men, the best 
practical chemistry and pharmacy. Atan/men in society, are the greatest patrons of 
early period of life these things can be ac-, quackery. My own impression is, that all 
quired with much more facility than a/ attempts to prevent quackery, rather tend 
knowledge of moral and natural philo- to make it of more importance. As for 
sophy.” punishing the unqualified man for prac- 
556. “Should there be one or two! tizing under the assumed title of a quali- 
des in the profession ?"—“I do not fied man, the name is of no importance. 
ike a difference of gredes; it often cre- I think the legislature would do much 
ates injustice, and always a great deal of more good by rendering medical edu- 
dissention amongst mankind, and it leads | cation more accessible to stadents who 
to no public good that I am aware of. It have little money to bestow on it, and 
should rest with the public to confer thus provide that numerous portion of the 
whatever distinction it pleases, and the public who cannot afford to pay dearly 
public will always judge of men by the for medical advice, with a better class of 
quantity of their brains and their moral medical practitioners. That is the best 
condact.” and most effectual means of meeting the 
557. “ Are there many London sur-’ irregular practitioner.” 
geons who have distinguished themselves, 
by their writings on, and their mode of 
treating, diseases of the eye ?”"—“ There 
are several.” 
558. “ Are the public disposed to place 
more confidence in regular surgeons who 
have made eye-surgery their study than 
in persons who are mere oculists?"—“1) 564. “ You are surgeon to the London 
believe they are.” Hospital, and to the Gphthalmie Infirmary, 
559. “ Is a surgeon who acquires repn- a lecturer on surgery, a member of the 
tation in the practice of eye surgery liable College of Surgeons, and a licentiate of 
to suffer in estimation from an apprehen- the Company of Apothecaries.”—“ I am.” 
sion that because he is skilled in thatde-| 565. “ What examination did you un- 
partment he must be less skilfal as a gene- dergo at the College of Surgeons ?”—* It 
ral surgeon ?”—“I have no reason to was on surgery and anatomy only. It 
think so.” ‘lasted about half an hour. This was six- 
560. “ Then why should that objection teen years ago. As a test of prdfessional 
lie to a combination of the surgery of the knowledge, | do not think it was sufti- 
uterus, or midwifery, with general sur- ‘ciently extensive. Bat there is a marked 
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improvement in the medical students of 
late days.” 

566. “ Do you approve of allowing four 
years and a half, passed in a druggist’s or 

thecary’s shop, to count as part of the 
six years spent in the acquirement of pro- 
fessional knowledge ?” — “ Certainly not. 
One year only should be allowed for the 
dispensing medicines, and three for 
education where medicine is efficiently 
taught.” 

567. “ Do you contemplate two grades | 
in the profession ‘* Experience proves, 
that two classes in the profession will ne- 
cessavily and inrariably exist; and, there- 
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gamation of the three present divisions‘ot 
the profession under one superintendence. 
The science of medicine is one and indi- 
visible, and therefore it is proper to unite 
the boards who examine upon it, including 
midwifery in their examinations ” 

573. “Do you approve of ,excluding 
from the Council of the College of Sur- 
geons practitioners in midwifery, or phar- 
macy ?”—“] think that the habits and du- 
ties of the general practitioner, ave such 
as do not well qualify him to be amember of 
the Council.” 

574. “Would any inconvenience arise 
from making all members of the College of 


Sore, it might be well to make, between | Surgeons eligible as councillors and elec- 
those two classes, a distinction in pcint tors?”"—“ J do not think there would.”—We 
of acquirement.”— It will be well to make jare rather puzzled to reconcile the opi- 
a distinction where a distinction will ne-| nicns expressed in this and the previous 
cessarily and invariably exist. He first answer, and the answer to the question 
- declares that a distinction is nafnra/, and that follows. Mr. Scott, liberal as are 
then contends that it will be “ well” to many of his views, has come to his 
create it by artificial arrangements. This examination like his colleagues, without 
is a trap to catch FEeKs. |having laid down for his guidance any 
568, “In regulating the curriculum of principles that will bear the test of scru- 
study for each grade, would you institute tiny. 
an annual examination of students upon 575. “If there is to be no amalgamation 
what they have already learnt ?”—“ Yes, of boards, who should be made eligible as 
and the examination should vary with the members of the Council of the College of 
studies in each successive year.”"—So that Surgeons, and who should be the electors 


at the last examination, as no inquiry is 
made into the subjects of the first ond 
other years’ examinations, all the former 
portion of his studies may have been for- 
gotten, and the candidate go forth asa 
practitioner without any guarantee that he 
is then possessed of more than the last 
division of the knowledge he has acquired. 
No. The examination for the diploma 
must be one, perfect, and final. 

569. “Ts it not essential that a person 
intended for the practice of surgery, 
should study medicine in allits branches?” 
—* Indispensable.” 

570. “ Docs it ever fall to you to mect 


of the Council ?”—“ J do not know.” 


576. “Do you commend the present 


mode of self-clection?”—“I think it is 


577. “Are you prepared to recommend 
any other ?”—* No,” 

578. “Were there two gradea in the 
profession, would you make the higher 
grade the elective body, and out of them 
to chocse the Council?”"—“J do not like 
such an invidious distinction.” 

579. “ May nota man be passed over by 
the Council, under the self-elective prin- 
ciple, who is most eminently qualified to 
be a councillor; and to exclude whom, 


physicians, in consultation upon medical | would reflect dishonour on the Council ?” 
cases ?”"—“ Occasionally it has. The an-|—“It is possible. I was not aware of the 
cient boundaries of practice are entirely | gentleman who was last examined haying 
broken down. Both parties now encroach! been passed over till after I came into 
upon each other as much as they can, and this room, and I should now say, that it 
if they possess the requisite knowledge, may have that effect.” 

it is as well that they should do so. If}; 580. “Ought not every by-law to be 
surgeons and physicians were to be united |reduced to writing by the Council?”"—~ 


unaided by any distinction of professional 
title, would be able to discover who the 
ato were that were best able to operate, 
f 


in one common profession, the esinat 


necessary, and who to advise as to the 
nature and treatment of any internal 
complaint.” 

571. “Do you approve of the = 
constitution of the Council of the College 
of Surgeons ?”—“ No.” 

572. “ State your views upon that sub- 
ject ?"—“1 think there should be an amal- 


“Certainly. Particularly, since it may 
prove, when reduced to writing, and sub- 
mitted to the chancellor and the judges, 
that, as a by-law, it would be illegal.” 
581. “Should the governors of an hos- 
pital elect the teachers in the school ?”— 
“J do not think that any party can be 
pointed out more unfit than the gover- 
nors, to judge of a man’s qualifications for 
teaching a profession. All the medical 
officers of hospitala should be appointed, 
not by election, but by concours, which is 


= 
| very bad.” 
} 
| 
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infinitely preferable to our plan. Many! nity of competing for the office,—because 


of the hospitals depend for their subsist- 
ence upon annual subscriptions, but most 


of them are very largely endowed, and, 
come, I presume, in some degree, under 
| the Guy’s man. Observe the effects of the 


the protection of the legislature.” 


he was educated at the North London or at 


| St. Bartholomew's Hospitals! But su 


pose that the North London man is 
‘superior in talents and acquirements to 


582. “ How would you reconcile the | same consequent in that case. Why do 


governors, accustomed as they are to, 
exercise the patronage of voting, to elec- | 
tions on the principle of concours?’ —“ I 
do not think that anything more can be 
done, than for the present Committee to 
recommend it.” 

583. “How would have the con- 
cours conducted ?”—“ By a medical tribu- 
nal, selected by the governors themselves, 
and the trial should be the most ri 
examination that could be instituted.” 

584. “Should there be any fixed age at 


men run into such errors as these in their 
theories? Because they legislate for the 
interests of themselves, instead of those of 
the patients. It is the very essence of the 
concours that the first talent in the coun- 
try shall win. 
588. “ Would it not be better to allow 
r reasons to operate freely upon each 
elector, than to draw a line of exclusion 
against many distinguished medical men 
who have not had the good fortune to be 
educated at a particular hospital ?”"—“ J 


wich rain shoald retire from being the 
medi officers of hospitals?" —“Cer- 


am not aware that there is any line drawn 
whatever in a single hospital.* 1 believe 


tainly. I think that any man who stays ' that all that is required is, to be a member 


beyond 65, stays too long.” 


| of the College of Surgeons; and that it is 


585. “Would you peremptorily require merely a feeling which prevails, to the ex- 
a student to study a part of the time in| tent I have just alluded to, and which I 
London, Edinburgh, or Dublin ?”—“ That | confess operates with myself. I should be 
would be desirable; but the difficulty sorry to see it changed. Every man must 


might, perhaps, be met, by uiring a 
longer period at those provincial schools 
which afforded less facilities of acquiring 
knowledge; so that what was wanting in 
power, might be made up for in time; 
though I do not see why a surgeon at 
Manchester should not be as competent 
as one within the sound of Bow-bells. 
They are not so far behind in the country 
as some people suppose; yet a student 
would become a more accomplished sur- 
geon by studying the last year in London.” 

586. “ Were you to fix a limit for the 
size of an hospital of instruction, where 
should you fix it?”—“I should let it con- 
tain 100 beds.” 

587. “Do you appro 


ve of limiting the 
election of the medical officers of hospitals 
to medical men who once were pupils or 
apprentices in those hospitals?” —* Yes, I 
do, Those men who have been educated 


at the — are preferred. I should 
always prefer a man whom I knew, to a 
man whom I did not. Every man ought 
to stand the best chance of success in his 
own school.”"—These are the thoughtless 
words of an advocate of the concours. See 
paragraph 681. To what absurdities 
would not the observance of his proposal 
lead! A vacancy occurs, say at Guy's 
Hospital. Two men retire from hospital 
studies, one from Guy's, and the other say 
from the North London or St. Bartholo- 
mew's Hospitals. They go to some large 


be educated at some hospital, of course, 
and his greatest claims are there.”—Ah, 
but the “claims” of the patients are 
' greater even than his greatest. 

589. “Is it important that country hos- 
= should be recognised ?”—“ I do not 
like any exclusions of any kind!!! If the 
London hospitals, with all their advan- 
tages, cannot compete with the country 
schools, without imposing restrictions 
upon them, I think that the London hos- 
pitals deserve to lose their pupils.” 

590. “ What determines the distinction 
in the two Classes of pupils, one who dress 
the patients, and the other who do not ?”— 
“The amount of the fee that they pay to 
the surgeon.” 

591. “ Then is an extra fee paid for 
dressing ?”—“ Yes, I am sorry to say 
there is.” 

592. “Explain the reason for that ex- 
pression of regret?”—“I consider that 
what I have said with regard to the ap- 
pointment of the surgeon should extend 
to the dressing pupils. I am not a friend 
to the paying for any appointment which 
has a duty attached to it. 

593. “Then the principle of concours, 
which in the French hospitals determines 
the appointment of agrégés to perform all 
such minor duties, honourable duties as 
they consider, might be advantageously 
introduced into the London hospitals ?”— 
“ With the greatest possible advantage.” 


provincial city or town, and obtain ex- 
tensive knowledge and experience. The 
vacancy is announced, and one of these 


* Mr. Scott ought to blush at reading 
this line in print, if he did not blush at 


‘twe able men is shut out from all opportu- 


expressing it. 
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594. “Is it necessary that examiners : 
should all be men of mature age and ex- - : 
perience ?”—*“ It is only to the principles Report of the Oph thelmologiont Citaique at 
of medical science that the examination| ‘#¢ School of Wiener, during the session 
of candidates ought to extend; and there-| 1832-3.—By Dr. Rosas. 
fore no objection lies, or the score of ,- = 4 
want of experience, to introducing a to translate this report 
portion of young examiners.” nearly in full, because it not only furnishes 
595. “You have stated that you would some very interesting statistical results in 
at once provide a general board of ex- | the department of ophthalmalogical surgery 
aminers, by uniting into one bow the but because it lays before the English rea- 
examiners of the three medical corpora- | gor a very complete view of this branch of 


tions. How would you propose to fill up eet pte 
vacancies in that board ?’—“ By concours, | the art as it exists in oneof the best schools 


the competitors being required 40 be mem- _in Germany, where the diseases of the eye 
bers of the higher grade.* 1 would make have been studied with more care and mi- 
the Council of the College the tribunal to! nyteness than haps, in any other part 
judge of the merits of the competitors ;, of Europe — 7 

and I would allow all the members of the | : : : 
College to be present at the concours. No| The number of patients treated in the 
teacher, however, or hospital surgeon, or , Course of the year, comprised in the re- 
hospital physician, ought to be appointed | port, amounted to 1067, of whom 153 were 
an examiner ; and if any examiner were | permanent patients, and the rest, 914, 
to be elected physician or surgeon to any | were dispensary patients, Of the perma- 


London hospi he ought to vacate his| : ‘ 
seat at the adh See of examiners. | nent patients, 92 were males, and 61 were 
The principal advantage that would result | females. The periods of life comprehend- 


from this plan, is the impetus that it ing the greatest number of patients, were 


would give to medical science, by applying | the ages ranging from 10 to 20 years, and 
astimulus to young men. Success at this | fom 20 to 30. The forms of disease may 


| 
concours would alone stamp a man’s cha- ae . 4 
racter with the public, and would occasion | be distinguished under the following heads : 


his being advanced to the most honour-| Ervsipelas of the lids .....++.-seseee+ 2 


able posts in the profession. The majority piviocis 2 
of governors at every hospital would be so | Exe 
impressed with the irresistible claims that | of the lids a 
such a distinction would give, that any. Entropium 1 

distinction, would have little chance in ee gg of the edges of the lids .. . 
competition with him ; and thus it would | Conjanctivitis 
be, virtually, by concours that men would | : ee 4 
be promoted to the medical offices at hos- | tnfammation of the lachrymal gland.. 1 
pitals.”—All these expressions are exceed- | Abscess of the lachrymal sac l 
ingly favourable to the principle of the! Tfammation of the globe of the eye. 

concours ; yet analyse the proposal, and it | brithysmus of the eye........ +++ 1 
will be found to amount to this, that none uate, 
but men who would falsely rank as higher-| Hydrops oculi 

grade surgeons, that is, as “ pures,” would | Closure of the pupil...... 4 
be enabled to take advantage of the con-| Wound of the cornea. Oe er eae 1 
cours for important medical appointments | 
in this country. We have already been) vais 
told that the class of “higher-grade” sur- 
geons would most probably not amount to_ 
two hundred in number, for all England; | 
consequently Mr. Scott's attempts to be Of the patients affected with erysipelas 


very liberal are as bad as the declared : 
illiberalities of Messrs. Guthrie, Travers, the 
and Co. Here Mr. Scott’s evidence ter. | *»4ll notice: this patient fell with his face 
minates. We wish for his own credit that | 0n a heap of stones, and was carried home 
it had been more eguwal in its parts. ina state of unconsciousness : in three days 
he was able to leave the house, but he had 
S$ another thoughtless sentence | hardly remained a few hours in the free 
like kind.” (Sif, When he was seized with feverish 
symptoms, and a burning pain inthe region 
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Staphyloma 
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of the eyes, and.three days afterwards he 
came to the clinique. As the febrile symp- 


female, fifteen ycars of age. In a few 
weeks a perfect cure was obtained by the 


toms persisted, he was ordered Decoct.|employment of corrosive sublimate, by 


Althee cum arcano dup., and Roob. Sambuci 
internally. Decoct. Hordei cum Oxymel for 
drink: warm compresses to the eyes, and 
restricted diet. During the night the in- 
flammatory symptoms became very severe, 
and one pound of blood was immediately 
drawn from the arm, six leeches being 
placed behind each ear; and some diapho- 
retic drink was given. These means were 
of little avail; the man became delirious ; 
and on the day after his reception he was 
found in a comatose state, and on the fol- 
lowing day he died, with symptomsof cere- 
bral effusion. Besides the changes found 
in the brain and other parts, the eyelids 
were found swollen and infiltrated, and 
some pus also was infiltrated between the 
muscular layers and the fossa of the right 
orbit. 

The ptylosis was treated successfully, in 
the usual way, in a scrofulous boy of nine 
years of agé, and in a young woman of 23, 
who showed traces of a similar diathesis. 

The ulcers in the substance of the eyelids 
were both of a syphilitic nature. In the 
first case, a cure was obtained in a short 
time by the use of calomel internally, and 
of a lotion containing 1 gr. of corrosive 
sublimate in 11 oz. of water. The other 
had destroyed half the lid, and was compli- 
cated with similar ulcers in the cornea and 
throat; here also the disease was cured 
by the internal administration of corrosive 
sublimate, and a wash composed of 14 gr. 
of sublimate, to 3 oz. of water and half a 
scruple of tincture of upium. 

An entropium of both lids, in a female 34 
years of age, was cured by touching the 
relaxed tissues of the lids with concentrated 
sulphuric acid, in a line parallel to its edge. 

The coloboma, on the left lower lid, was 
determined by the blow of a key. 

The inflammations of the conjunctiva 
which presented themselves may be dis- 
tinguished thus :—catarrhal, 5; catarrho- 
thenmatic, 10; varioloid, 1 ; morbillous, 1; 
and scrofulous,6. They did not present 
any thing worthy of remark. 

A case of trachoma, the result of neglected 
catarrhal inflammation, complicated with 
pannus in the right eye, and abscess of the 
cornea in the left, was seen in a weakly 


warm baths, and by the use of calomel, and, 
at a later period, Plummer’s pills. Ina 
patient affected with pannus, the injury 
had attacked both eyes; a small portion 
of red-precipitate ointment, mixed with 
extr. cicuta, was rubbed into the eye morn- 
ing and evening, and Janin's plaster was 
applied to the neck. These means were 
of considerable utility. 

The abscess of the lachrymal sac occurred 


‘in a scrofulous boy, five years of age. 


Cataplasms were applied until the abscess 
was ripe, and it was then treated in the usual 
manner. 

A fistula lachrymalis on both sides, of 
scrofulous origin, occurred in a patient of 
sixteen years of age. At the commence- 
ment some leeches were applied to the 
nose, and the patient inhaled some emol- 
lient vapours, and was well purged. The 
red-precipitate ointment was then rubbed 
twice a day on the inner angle of the eye, 
and a few grains of calomel were given 
every day, and revulsives were applied to 
the neck. The contents of the sac were 
washed out frequently every day, and the 
disease was cured within three morths, 
without its being necessary to have re- 
course to any mechanical means. 

Of the inflammations of the globe of the 
eye, fourteén were rheumatic; nine were 
scrofulous ; two varioloid; two syphilitic ; 
and three were arthritic in their nature. 

The rheumatic ophthalmie were treated 
by repeated leeching, mercurial frictions, 
revulsives to the neck, and calomel given 
internally. The inflammation was gene- 
rally subdued within from four to eight 
weeks. 

In one case, where erethismus of both 
eyes remained, the disease was removed 
by the constant application of mineral 
magnetism. In another case of erythis- 
mus, of a scrofulous nature, a perfect cure 
was obtained in a short time by the use of 
calomel and jalap, succeeded by the em- 
ployment of Decoc. Althee ewm Extract. 
Hyos. The Extract of Belladonna was 
rubbed on the eyebrow, and the Empl. Tart. 
Emet. was directed to the neck. 

Gutta serena presented itself in eight 


cases as amblyopia, in one as imperfect 
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amaurosis, and in four as perfect amau- 
rosis. 

One of the cases of amblyopia presented 
itself in the person of a locksmith, twenty- 
nine years of age. The disease was of a 
congestive character, and produced by 
hard drinking. The use of leeches, salt- 
petre 588 to two drachms daily, and strict 
antiphlogistic diet, obtained a cure within 
three weeks. A second case of amaurotic 
amblyopia occurred in a woman who had 
been subject from the age of puberty to 
frequent derangements of the menstrual 
secretion. The disease commenced a year 
before with severe but intermitting pain 
in the head, and a sensation of sparkling 
&c. in the eyes. Six months afterwards 
the eyes became very weak, and the 
presence of light disagreeable. When the 
patient presented herself to the clinique, 
nothing remarkable was to be observed 
in the right eye, except a dulness of 
motion in the pupil. The patient com- 
plained of loss of appetite and pain in the 
head; the abdomen was tender; the ver- 
tebral column, from the twelve dorsal to 
the third lumbar vertebra, was painful 
to the touch of a warm sponge. The pa- 
tient was feverish from time to time; 
costive; the skin dry and pulse accele- 
rated. Twenty leeches were applied im- 
mediately over the painful part of the ver- 
tebre, and 38s ung. hydrarg. cinerum 
was rubbed in every day. She took some 
decoct. taraxaci, and was put on diet. 
This produced an improvement within 
six days of the general symptoms, but none 
in the state of the eyes. The decoct. 
tartar. emet. was now given, and the mer- 
curial frictions were continued. In a week 
the abdominal affection and tenderness of | 


this state was preceded by violent pain in 
both eyes. In the year 1832 he entered 
the hospital, and was so much improved 
by acupuncture, as to be able to distinguish 
light and darkness. The treatment was 
now interrupted for two months, on ac- 
count of the vacation, and on the 11th of 
October the supra-orbital nerve of the 
right side was acupunctured. During the 
operation the patient perceived some 
sparks in the eye, and on the llth, when 
it was repeated, he felt a slight shiver- 
ing along the vertebral column, On 
the 13th the left, on the l4th the right 
supra-orbital, and latterly the infra-orbi- 
tal nerves, were acupunctured. These 
were followed by sparks in the eyes and 
shivering along the spine. On the 17th 
the galvano-punctor was employed, for the 
first time, and four plates of Volta’s pile 
were used. The same nerves were touched, 
and after four minutes the patient felt some 
febrile frisson sparks in the eye, anda flow 
of tears. On the 19th, after a similar 
operation on the right side, the patient began 
to see. On the following morning, the 
inner moiety of the visual field was some- 
what troubled, but within ten hours this 
phenomenon diminished, and towards even- 
ing the patient, to his great joy, could dis- 
tinguish all large objects. 

On the 21st the operation was repeated 
on the left side for two minutes and a half; 
his eyes continued watery for the whole 
day. On the morning of the 22nd, all 
objects were covered with a thick veil, 
but this soon went off, and the patient 
could see so clearly with both eyes as to 
distinguish a small silver coin. The gal- 
vano-punctor was reapplied from time to 
time during the months of November, 


the spine were perfectly removed, and the | December, and January. On the 11th 
appetite began to return; the patient of February it was carried to twenty-six 
could now bear light on the right eye, and plates of the pile ; at this time the patient + 
the sensation of flies in the left had disap- was fully ableto distinguish small objects, 
peared. The medicines were now discon- | and even their colour &c. 
tinued and a warm-bath was given; the! Of the five cases of closed pupil, one 
above means were again employed with was produced by ophthalmo-blenorrheea : 
considerable benefit for fourteen days, ‘the right eye was amaurotic: an artificial 
when the disease became stationary, and pupil was made in the left by iridectomia, 
the patient left the hospital. | but little good effect was produced. The 
A case of complete amaurosis, which same operation was more successful in a 
occurred in a tanner forty-seven years of case of lymphatic closure; the sight being 
age, is worthy of notice. For sixteen perfectly restored. In the remaining three 
years the patient had been perfectly blind; cases, one operation produced no effect : in 
2X2 


| 
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another, the improvement was very slight; 
and in the last, where both eyes presented 
an anterior synechia, the operation of 
kerectomia was performed, but failed 
from the consequent inflammation. 
Cataract was observed in forty-two in- 
dividuals, twenty-six men and _ sixteen 
females; of these 1 was under ten 
years, 2 were under twenty, 1 under 
thirty, 3 under forty, 4 under fifty, 13 
under sixty, 13 under seventy, and 5 
under 80. Twenty-eight were affected in 
both eyes; seven in the right and seven 
in the left eye: the number of cataracts 
therefore in the forty-two patients was 
seventy. As to the causes under which 
the disease was developed, in many cases 
it arose from frequent attacks of internal 
ophthalmia ; in seven cases from mechani- 
cal injury; in two from long working in 
a very strong light; in one from excess of 
drink ; in seven from rheumatic attacks of 


Cases, 
Extraction—inferior flap. 9 
Ditto superior flap ........ 2 
Ditto lateral flap .......... 15 
Laceration through cornea.... 11 
Ditto through sclerotica.... 2 


A case of fungus medullaris retine was 
worthy of notice, partly on account of its 
complication with injury of the cervical 
vertebrae, partly from its termination by 
atrophy. The patient, who showed evi- 
dent traces of a scrofulous constitution, 
and suffered from catarrh in an early pe- 
riod of his life, had latterly enjoyed pretty 
good health; however, three weeks ago 
he experienced a sense of tension in the 
upper part of the cervical vertebra, with 
a constant feeling of heat in the neck; he 
paid no attention to these circumstances ; 
about a week later, having imprudently 

* drunk cold water when in a heat, he sud- 
denly felt severe pain about the neck, 
with a sensation of internal heat there, 
and after the lapse ofan hour he was seized 
with a strong febrile access; from this 
time forwards the patient was unable to 
move his head without exciting consider- 
able pain; in about a week he was com- 
pelled to present himself to an hospital ; 
here, within a space of six days, cupping- 
glasses were applied six times to the neck 
and spine without producing any benefit. 


DR. ROSAS’ REPORT OF THE 


the head; in two from gout; in one it was 
congenital; in twelve the disease could 
only be attributed to old age; two of these 
latter individuals were successfully ope- 
rated on at the hospital some years before. 
In twenty-eight cases the operation was 
not performed, on account of various com- 
plications &c. Forty-two cataracts were 
| operated upon; nine by incision of the 
| cornea inferiorly ; two with the superior 
incision, aud fifteen with the lateral in- 
cision ; eleven were lacerated through the 
cornea, two through the sclerotica, and, 
finally, three were depressed through the 
sclerotica. The accidents which occurred 
after these operations were, keratistis, one 
case (after extraction) ; iritis two (after 
extraction) ; ophthalmitis five (four after 
extraction, one after depression) ; prolap- 
sus iritis one (after extraction). 

The success of the forty-two operations 
was as follows :— 


Perfect Cae. 
1 imperfect cure; 1 lost the eye. 
1 in other, pupil closed by lymph. 
14 suppuration of one eye. 
8 inthree absorption was imperfect. 
2 


2 


On the 12th of December, 1832, when the 
patient awoke, he was seized with a vio- 
lent pain between the eyelids on both 
sides, as if some foreign body were stuck 
in his eye, and prevented him from clos- 
ing the lids; this, however, disappeared 
in a few days, and on examination of the 
patient we found the sight dull; face 
pale; nose swollen; mouth a little drawn 
to the right side; the occiput greatly de- 
veloped ; the left eye, upper eyelid, re- 
laxed, covering half the globe of the eye, 
the inferior also very lax; both were pale 
red, a little swollen, and not moveable at 
will; the conjunctiva, rosy-coloured, re- 
laxed, its inferior segment infiltrated with 
serum; the anterior chamber of the eye 
normal; the iris very sluggish; no ten- 
derness on the exposure to light; fixed 
pain in the globe of the eye; a profound, 
brilliant, silvery discoloration in the in- 
terior of the eye, as is seen in the origin 
of medullary fungus of the retina; blind- 
ness, though the perception of light re- 
mained; right eye, pupil large, immovea- 
ble ; sight preserved ; neck, pain whe u the 


one lost by suppuration. 
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head is flexed, and a disagreeable feel of 
warmth at the left side of the poll; the 
head flexed towards the right side; ex- 
ploration after Copland’s manner produces 
no pain; ‘tongue a little foul; throat red; 
appetite diminished; pulse small, soft; 
skin cool; urine turbid. 

Eight leeches were placed on the neck, 
and the bleeding was encouraged, and one 
grain of calomel to ten of sugar was given 
every three hours; Decoct. Althee ; pur- 
gative lavement ; diet. 

December 14. Pain in the neck dimin- 
ished ; remedies repeated, without leeches ; 
a lotion for the eye; My. Sem. Cydon. 3ij. 
Ag. Dist. Ziij. Extract. Hyos. gr. viij. 


the night of the 15th there was severe | 
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Althee were discontinued, but not the 
Unguent. Neapol. From the Ist to the 8th 
of February no change was apparent. On 
the last day some slight pain was felt in 
the neck, with difficult deglutition. On 
the 9th the calomel was resumed. From 
the 10th to the 25th no pain was felt, and 
the atrophy of the eye proceeded. 

March 1. Patient in a very favourable 
state: discontinue the remedies. March 6. 
The patient was discharged ; the neck and 
head were now quite free from pain, and 
the perfect atrophy of the left eye freed 
him from the danger of medullary fungus, 


|with which he had been so imminently 
In | threatened. 


The number of patients treated in the 


pain in the neck, and great sensibility of | dispensary was 914; 515 men and 399 


the left eye; four leeches with cupping- women. 


glasses were ordered to the neck. 


| 


It is impossible for us to analyse 
this series, as we have done the former, 


17. During the night an access of pain | but we shall notice one or two points; 
was experienced below the occiput; the | 1st. With respect to age, 263 were under 
calomel was now suspended for a while | ten years of age; 150 were under twenty ; 


through fear of salivation; a small por- | 170 were under thirty : 


114 under forty; 


tion of the Unguent. Neapol. was rubbed ,83 under fifty; 70 under sixty ; 34 under 


into the neck; continue the wash and | 
Decoct, Althee. 

18. Pain during the night as before. 
19th and 20th, ditto. 21st. Passed a het- 
ter night; a little sleep; less pain in the 
neck ; diminution of the swelling of the 
eyes; calomel resumed. From the 27th 
of December to January the 3rd 1833, the 
symptoms gradually diminished, and the 
sight of the left eye, even the sensa- 
tion of light, was quite lost ; the fungus of 
the retina now evidently was seen in the 
interior of the eye. The patient had 
taken up to this period forty grains of 
calomel. This was stopped, and the other 
remedies were continued. 

Jan. 5. Slight pain only; motions of 
head easy; calomel resumed; there was 
slight appearance of salivation; from the 
5th to the 22nd the mercury was admi- 
nistered and suspended occasionally, ac. 
cording to the patient’s state. Within 
forty days he had taken sixty-six grains. 
From the 2nd to the 26th the left eye, 
which had a fixed glassy appearance, be- 
gan to diminish in size; the patient now 
left his bed for the first time. From the 
27th to the 3lst the atrophia of the left 
eye continued, and the neck retained very 
little tenderness. The calomel and Decoct. 


seventy; 23 under eighty; and two were 
under ninety. 

The most prevalent or remarkable dis< 
eases were as follows :— 

Men. Women, 

Rheumatico-catarrhal oph- 

thalmia 
Scrofulous inflammation of 

the ocular integuments . 
Blenorrhcea of the lachrymal 


Fistula lachrymalis 
Abscess of the sac .. 
Inflammation of the meibo- 
mian glands ........ 
Corneitis of various kinds.. 12 


ee eeee 5 


Rheumatic inflammation 

the globe ..... 
Arthritic ophthalmia ...... 5 
Abscess of the cornea...... 13 
Ocular erithismus ........ 10 
Double sight (in all cases of 

rheumatic origin) ...... 
Amaurotic amblyopia .... 51 
Gutta serena eee I 
Atrophia 7 
Cataract 27 3l 

The greater part of these cataracts were 
only in an incipient state, while the rest 
required preliminary treatment to remove 
the complications before they could be 
submitted to any operation, 
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PETITION OF THE LICENTIATES AND ITS 


THE LANCET. 


London, Saturday, August 22, 1835. 
On Monday last the following petition 


was presented to the House of Commons |?° 


by Mr. :-— 


THE PETITION 


FROM THE COMMITTER OF ASSOCIATED 
LICENTIATES OF THE 


ROYAL COLLEGE OF PHYSICIANS, 


Presented by Henny Warsvrron, Esv., 
M.P., August 17, 1835. 


To the Honourable the Commons of the 
United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Ireland in Parliament assembled. 


The Petition of the undersigned physi- 
cians, representing the interests of a 
large proportion of those practising in 
London, 


Humbly showeth, 

That certain by-laws recently made by 
the Royal College of Physicians, relative to 
the general management of that body, and 
more particularly to the admission of the 
Licentiates into the Fellowship, are fraught 
with injustice towards the majority of 
Physicians practising in London, and tend 
still further to injure and degrade the 
order of Licentiates, and to perpetuate the 
grievances which have so long existed,— 
and which by-laws, your petitioners sub- 
mit, are illegal. 

One of the by-laws enacts, that a Coun- 
cil of twelve Fellows shall be chosen, on 
whom is to devolve some of the most im- 

t duties of the Corporation; for 
instance, the nomination of Censors, and 
of Licentiates for the Fellowship, is ex- 
clusively to originate with them, after- 
wards to be submitted to the ballot of the 
commonalty. 

Your petitioners respectfully submit 
that, the mode of keeping up the succes- 
sion of this Council is framed on a close 
and narrow system of monopoly and ex- 
clusion, exhibiting some of the worst 
features of a close corporation; and that 
the power granted to the Council of deter- 
mining the number and the individuals 
among the licentiates to be proposed is, 
in the highest degree, objectionable ; that 
it is open to personal and to party preju- 
dice ; that it will lead to the worst species 
of favouritism, by giving an undue influ- 
ence to the Fellows composing the Coun- 


cil; and that it will tend to produce sere 
vility and moral degradation. 

Your petitioners beg leave to represent, 
that inasmuch as no corporation can make 
by-laws, which limit or control the powers 
granted by the charter to its individual 
members, the by-law of the College, which 
deputes exclusively to the Council the 
wer of determining the number, and 
the individuals among the Licentiates to 
be balloted for by the Fellows, vitiates the 
just right of every Fellow to propose or 
vote for any or every Licentiate into the 
Fellowship, whom he may think proper; 
thus, also, if the said Council do not pro- 
pose or make any nomination, no Fellow 
can ballot, since no Licentiate can be pro- 
posed for the Fellowship except by the 
Council. 

Therefore, it appears to your petition- 
ers, that the right of each individual cor- 
porator to keep up the succession in the 
terms of the Charter is in fact destroyed, 
and consequently this by-law is illegal. 

The Charter ordains that the Censors 
are to be elected by the President and 
College, or commonalty, but in direct 
violation of this, the by-law deputes to the 
aforesaid Council, the power of nominat- 
ing the Censors, and the Fellows are thus 
constrained to ballot exclusively for those 
s0 nominated; consequently the right of 
the corporators to elect the censors is ille- 
gally infringed upon. 

Your petitioners beg leave to state, that 
they view with surprise and regret this 
puny ne at self-reform, made by the 
College of Physicians,—in the face of the 
great mass of evidence produced before 
the Committee of your Honourable House, 
which so completely demonstrates all the 
grievances complained of, and substan- 
tiates every allegation contained in the 
petitions presented to both Houses of Par- 
liament in the two last sessions, by your 
petitioners and others. 

Your petitioners, therefore, earnestly 
ray your Honourable House to interpose 
ts influence, in order that the said by- 

laws, recently enacted by the College of 
Physicians, may not receive the sanction 
of his Majesty's Commissioners of the 
Court of Chancery, and the Lords Chief 
Justices of the Courts of King’s Bench 
and Common Pieas ; and that your Honour- 
able House will grant such other relief as 
in its wisdom it may think fit. And your 
petitioners, &c. 

Joun Sims, 37, Cavendish Sq., Chair- 

man of the Committee. 

N. Arwort, 38, Bedford Square. 

James Criark, 21, George Street, Ha- 

nover Square. 

James CopeLanp, Bulstrode Street. 


678 
fi 
ii 
ti 
T 


RECEPTION IN THE HOUSE OF COMMONS. 


C. Hoitanp, 16, Queen St., May Fair. 
James C. Somervi tte, 5, Saville Row. 
James Bart tet, 10, Bentinck Street. 
Geonce G. Siemeyp, 34, Dover Street. 
Srrovop, 20, Great Coram St. 
Tuomas Hopexrn, 20, Finsbury Circus. 
Sournwoop Smirn, 36, New Broad St. 
Taroporr Gorpon, 5, Duchess Street, 
Portland Place. 
Hatt, 14, Manchester Sq. 
D. Barry, 26, Welbeck Street. 
Members of the Committee. 


This petition, be it observed, was not 
presented secretly. The friends of the 
College (friends! where are they?) were 
not taken by surprise, as Mr. WArpuR- 
1Ton had very properly given several days 
previous notice that it was his intention 
to place the petition before tae House, 
and his notice had been regularly printed 
with the votes and proceedings of the 
Commons, and forwarded to the houses of 
all the members. How are the mighty 
fallen! There was not a single member 
in the House, when this document was 
read, and when the new code of laws,—of 
trash rather,—was explained,—to offer a 
single objection to the one, or a commen- 
datory remark on the other. Nay, more, 
when the Editor of this Journal, in sup- 
porting the prayer of the petition, de- 
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impotent, that ever was concocted by a 
set of contemptible monopolists. If the 
Licentiates had not scouted the proposal 
they would have deserved the execrations 
of the profession, for it is a plan devised 
with no other object than that of reward- 
ing with favour and with title, every 
| sycophant and poltroon who is to be 
found in the ranks of the licentiate body. 
Had such a proposition been advanced by 
| the “ exclusives” a little more than ten 
years since, when the principles on which 
an efficient medical reform first began 
to be discussed, a few respectable men 
| might have fallen into the snare set for 
them by the College; bat now we almost 
| lose sight of the iniquity of the proposal, 
|in beholding the clumsiness of the con- 
|trivance by which it is sought to carry it 
into effect. 

| The Fellows have frameda sieve, which 
| they propose to place in the hands of a 
| certain number of their body, and with 
| this interesting analytical contrivance it 
is designed occasionally to sift certain por- 
| tions of the licentiate body, and should 
| there be found of that number any supple- 
' limbed, oil-skinned, slippery hypocrites, 
| who can fashion their forms to the inter- 


clared that the College, although it had stices of the new machine, and thus con- 
existed upwards of three hundred years, | trive to pass through it, then are they to 
had always pressed like a huge incu- | be rewarded with favour and distinction ; 
bus upon the energies, the utility, and the but the unbending and stiff-necked are to 
that de- | be cast aside as so much worthless chaff. 


claration was received on every bench | Assuredly, this is the latest invention of 
cel-backed baronet, — the new con- 
with loud cheers of assent; and not less’ 


'trivance of an old courtier, concocted in 
strong were the tones of approbation, | the vain hope that he would be allowed 
when Mr. Waxsurron expressed a hope | for a few additional years to maintain a 
that early in the ensuing session of Par-| control over an institution which ought to 
liament he should bring his labours nearly have conferred nothing but honour and 


to a close by the introduction of the Medi-| dignity on tie profession. 


respectability of the profession, 


‘ It will be observed that the petition is 
col Reform BM, feandad upon the impor | signed only by the Committee of Licen- 
tiates; but amongst them will be found 
the names of several physicians who have 
obtained by their labours and discoveries, 
a highly elevated position in the annals of 


medical science. 


tant evidence which was taken before the 
Committee of last session. 

The days of the College are numbered. 
This new scheme of the Fellows is one of 
the most insolent, and, at the same time, 


A MILITARY 


INTERCEPTED LETTERS. 


“Dear Doctor Guturiz,—Our in- 
surance case is coming on Semodiately, | 
and it will require all our exertions and) 
your determined spirit to overcome the, 
difficulties we are placed in. They may 
overwhelm and expose us if we do not) 
look sharp. I have given the ane poe 
orders to all in my department, and there | 
will be no difficulties there. 1 have also, 
arranged with the reporters of the press, | 
so that we can extract from the Times the | 
law proceedings, and my townsman Ro- 
DERICK is too deeply in my debt not to 
insert in his Journal whatever we wish. | 
It is of great consequence that my name | 
should not be brought forward as an in-| 
flucntial director of the Eagle Insurance| 
Company, otherwise it would be at once 
supposed that I had been using my influ- 
ence in the department. The surgeon of 
the regiment's evidence is of great conse- 
quence to us. I lave therefore secured 
him. I hope you will be my friend on 
this occasion, and that you will not FLinen. | 
Indeed your own interests in the Eagle 
are intimately allied with mine. 

“ T feel deeply for you in the publication 
of your evidence in Tue Lancer. It is 
most unfortunate that the Editor should 
have pointed out several palpable contra- 
dictions and palpable evasions in your 
answers. I tell everybody that they are 
mere inadvertencies. This is the only 
apology I can make for you when I am 
hard pressed. I told Sir Asriey that 


“ Dear Sin James,—I am afraid the 
insurance case will fail, but you well know, 
from the experience of the past, that there 
is nothing I won’t do to prevent our pay- 
ing the money. It is absurd to go to law 
in such cases, and no office of any cha- 
racter does so. The best reason for this 
is, that offices are always thrown over- 
board in courts of law. They ought to 
peep before they leap, and if they are im- 

on, it is their ownlook out. 1 have 
always considered, as you well know, that 
certificates were easily got. I suppose 


just as much so, and on the same principle, 
Board 


as those that come to the Medical 

for leave of absence, or are brought by pu- 
pils to Lincoln's Inn Fields from the me- 
dical schools. 

“We must sacrifice ALEXANDER, or we 
can do nothing for our cause. I agree with 
you, that it will be important not to let the 
world know that you are one of the direc- 
tors of the Eagle Insurance Office, and so 
deeply interested. Still more as regards 
myself. Neither of our names must a 
pear, or all our plan will be seen through. 

“ T’other day I was applied to to inferest 
myself in behalf of a medical officer in our 
department, but I declined doing so, as it 
would answer no good purpose to me; 
and I am afraid that people should know 
the terms on which you and I work. I 
took the liberty of telling the youth's 
friends, that there was no more certwiu 
way of gaining your good wishes, than by 
his employing as his agents the firm of 

“ Laurie, MacGreGor, and Company.” 


There is nothing I won't do to promcte 
your son’s House of Agency, but it must 


your blunders must have arisen from| be all done very quietly. 1 am afraid that 
your being agitated, and having lost your-| some of your numerous applications have 
self. But the Baronet laughed at such an had too much the appearance of threats. 


event in the life of the modest author. He 
said that you had damned their cause from 
talking so much. 


“In referring to Cuir1’s evidence, I 
regret to find that he did not give the 
answer you very judiciously suggested to 
him about his salary. 1 fear that Curt 
is a man that wont finch, and that he can 
he of little use to us. He seems to possess 
a great deal too much of your late col- 
league Forses’s inflexibility and love of 
truth, Such men are very difficult to deal 


“You must look sharp after the West- 
minster school, and give it a puff in your 
own way. You cannot puff it too much. 
They all puff. If you could get a mummy 
or a murderer to dissect, it might give 
youachance. Ever yours, 

“J. M. G. 


“ July 15, 1835," 


I have heard by a side-wind that you were 
too eager and injudicious in your canvass. 
“] have taken the hint, and drawn up a 
Prospectus of the Westminster Schooh 
Medicine, and have got copies of it left at 
every chemist’s shop. This will be likely 
to catch two or three pupils. I expect 
very few indeed. The Sauer are but 
a sorry crew, but I could get none better. 
The best course of lectures, and the only 
good one, though I say it that should not 
say it, will be mine on surgery. I have 
persuaded Tuomson to take a share in 
them, and he will fire a shot for me when 
I stand in need. Crump is to give the 
Chemistry, and WEATHERHEAD or Lea- 
ther-head as some call him, will fire off 
Therapeutics. I was at a great loss fora 
Professor of Comparative Anatomy, and 
have been obliged to get Rusu, the book- 
seller’s son, to erfract a course, or some< 
thing like a course, from Grant's lectures, 
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LIFE INSURANCE CASE. 


None of the pupils will have brains enough 
to detect the theft. As to the noble art of 
Midwifery, that man-midwife, the old 
fabricator of the yellow fungus, will I hope 
produce something worth delivering ; he 
does not want for self-assurance. 
“Truly yours, 
«J. G. 


«July 16.” 


“ PS. Bropre is using his best endea- 
vours with BrovGHam to bring in a Bill 
into the House of Lords “to prevent the 
publication of surgical lectures without the 
leave of the lecturer.” It would not have 
done to bring it before the House of Com- 
mons, a8 WARBURTON or WAKLEY would 
most assuredly have crabbed it in that 
assembly.” 


“Dear Sir James,—I send you a copy 
of what I have drawn out respecting the 
life insurance case for your worthy coun- 
tryman Roperick, and after making any 
additions or alterations you please, you 
can desire him to insert it as cne of the 
leaders in the Gazette. From the very 
first I told you that we were sure to lose 
our cause. I have gone as far as decency 
will permit as regards ALEXANDER. In 
order to remove all suspicions of our per- 
sonal interests being involved in this 
cause, it would act as a good foil to get 
Roperick to make some allusion to 
Low-cock’s case of the young unmarried 
lady! In this Low-cock can do as he 
pleases, and write a puff if he likes after- 
wards. The following is the case just as 1 


have thrown it into an article from my | 


rough leaves. Iam, my dear friend, yours 
very faithfully, “J.G.” 
“July 


( Confidential.) 

“ The trial was one of considerable in- 
terest, Iérelated to the habits and state of 
health@f a military officer, whose life was 
assured in December 1831, by the Eagle 
Insurance Company, to the amount of 
50004. Colonel Greswolde had scarcely 
paid the premium for two years when he 
died, and the Company refused to comply 
with the conditions of the policy, on the 
ground that it was not a valid instrument: 
they maintained that a concealment had 
heen practised on them—the Colonel hav- 
ing been subject to epileptic fits, and to 
habits of intemperance, previous to nego- 
tiating the insurance ;— these circum- 
stances being omitted in the warranty. 
The cause came on in the Exchequer, on 
Friday and Saturday last. Nothing could 
be more conflicting than some parts ofthe 
evidence—general as well as medical. 

A number of the family, friends, and 
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brother officers of the deceased came 
forward, and stated that they knew no- 
thing of the Colonel having fits: even his 
commanding officer testified to his having 
on all occasions perfectly discharged his 
duties; that there was no intemperance; 
that he was even abstemious ; was active 
and zealous, and always fit for his duty, 
A surgeon who had attended the Colonel 
and his family for many years, stated that 
he was a person of very strong constitu- 
tion, not subject to fits, nor any hereditary 
disorder. Mr. Kell, a military surgeon, 
who knew him in 1830 and 1831, when in 
the Mauritius, testified to his enjoying 
perfect health there, and never having had 
fits to his knowledge. Major Warrand, 
Sir Charles Dalbiac, and others, said that 
he was one of the finest subjects to look at 
in point of figure, and as healthy a man, 
as they ever saw. 

“It came out, however, on the plain- * 
tiff’s side, in the evidence of Captain 
Matty, that in May 1827, the Colonel had 
met with an accident—a fall of some 
kind—subsequnt to which he bad a pa- 
roxysm of strong convulsions. But this, 
it seems, he perfectly recovered; and it 
was Captain Matty’s impression that the 
Colonel died of cholera. Mr. Coxen, sur- 
geon, of Macclesfield, who attended de- 
ceased in the convulsive affection just 
mentioned, deposed to having treated him 
for concussion of the brain. ‘ In his judg- 
ment, it was not a case of epilepsy.” 

“Another medical witness was now 
called, whose evidence was any thing but 
serviceable to the side on which he ap- 
peared, or, indeed, creditable to the depo- 
nent himself. Dr.Alexander, surgeon, saw 
Colonel Greswolde in May 1827, at Mac- 
clesfield: he was in bed: never saw him 
under an attack of epilepsy, or under a fit 
of any kind. Yet @ certificate was given 
by witness to this effect,—that having ex- 
amined the patient, he found that he had 
been labouring under epileptic fits, followed 
by delirium, in consequence of a fall, and 
that he would not be able to resume his 
duties in a less period than six months. 
This certificate was got up in order to pro- 
cure leave of absence for the Colonel from 
the Horse Guards, 

“ Counsel for the opposite side nafurally 
laid much stress on the evidence of Dr. 
Alexander, and admitted, that were it not 
for the certificate just quoted, the plain- 
tiff’s case would have gone triumphantly 
before the jury. But the defendants were 
by no means wholly depending on such 
testimony: as the /eading counsel for plain- 
tiff said, ‘ The eye of the Eagle had search- 
ed far and wide for evidence, and had pro- 
cured a variety of it.’ : 

“George Henry Ayton, a lieutenant in 
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the navy, was with the deceased in May 
1827, when he fell into convulsions: his|the terms of the policy—while they too 
eyes were fixed, and there was a little | frequently display the worst spirit of liti- 
frothing about the mouth ; there were the | gation when the event proves unfavour- 
most violent convulsive motions witness|/able to them; without spending a thought, 
ever saw of the legs and arms: it required /then, on the issue of the trial, we will 
many persons to hold him. Yet all this | bring our notice of it to a close with a few 
did not bear any resemblance to what wit- | brief observations: we find we cannot pass 
ness had formerly heard called epilepsy. | over without remark one or two points of 
“Several barrack servants were next) practical interest. 
called, all of whom gave evidence to the; “Can it be /oo strongly impressed upon 
Colonel’s habit of drinking in the morn- medical men who bave to give their evi- 
ing—brandy or whisky, and sherry. They dence in courts of justice, that they can- 
had also noticed several attacks of a con-| not be foo well prepared for the occasion ? 
vulsive disorder with determination of The preceding trial shows clearly the im- 
blood to the head, requiring cupping and portance of having precise and positive 
leeching. This was at different dates sub- | notions on those subjects about which their 
sequent to May 1827. testimony is to be delivered. Several of 
“Dr. Darling, a learned physician to| the witnesses, no doubt, were men of ac- 
the Guardian office, examined the Colo-! quirements as well as integrity, yet it 
nel in February 1831, and thought Ais life | grieved us to find that counsel, in address- 
“not insurable, as Ae fancied from Ais hand-| ing the jury, had no small show of plaus- 
writing that the deceased was affected ible reason for using such expressions as 
with ‘ delirium tremens—a disease produced |—that ‘they (the medical men) did not 
by intemperance (drunkenness), and which understand what epilepsy was; it was a 
attacked handwriting. | mystery that baffled human power to ana- 
“ Dr. Callow, surgeon of the regiment, |lyse; their evidence was merely conjec- 
gave evidence regarding the Colonel's |/ure/,) &c. The hesitation displayed by 
death. The earlier part of his last illness,|some of the professional men in endea- 
he said, was cholera; but when this was vouring to qualify the nature of the fits, in 
subdued, an attack somewhat allied to|a great measure justified this charge. 
phrenitis took place. This subsequently | “Nor can we avoid saying a parting 
assumed the form of conrulsive parorysm,| word regarding the predicament in which 
which, however, witness would not venture| one of the witnesses placed himself (we 
to term epilepsy. The phrenitis came on! mean Dr. Alexander), whe was obliged to 
on Saturday evening ; he died on Sunday confess his having given a ceriificate with- 
morning. A few days before bis death,|out the requisite caution, and that he 
witness considered the Colonel one of the | stated circumstances in it of which he 
stoutest men in his Majesty's service. He! had no personal cognizance—the docu- 
believed him to have shortened his life by | ment, at the same time, being ambiguously 
‘adegree of intemy not exactly| worded. The dangerous indiscretion of 
hard-drinking.’ such a proceeding is but too obvious to 
“In conclusion, Mr. Earle, Dr. Roots, | require iurther remark : with the morality 
and Dr. Elliotson, were cailed on to give of if we will have nothing to do; besides 
their opinions respecting the nature of the that the mere fowching on thatetheme 
fis spoken of by preceding witnesses. would be sure to carry us to 
They all agreed in considering them as| which we cannot at present well 
decidedly epileptic. 
Re This closed the case for the yao | 
after which Sergeant Talfourd addressed . 
the jury for the plaintiff. Lord Abinger | 
whether, in fact, it wassatisfactorily proved) James Su1eLps was admitted July 14th 
that the Colonel had been subject to fits,/ under the care of Dr. Extiorsox. Some 
and accustomed to intemperate habits,| months since he was in the hospital suffer- 
before the policy. |ing from indurated lungs, ascites, and 
“The jury deliberated for nearly five|anasarca. He was discharged quite re- 
hours, and then returned a verdict for the lieved from these affections, but has since 
plaintiff. Damages 5000/. {been affected with swelling of the legs; 
“Without staying to question the pro-' though by taking some cream of tartar 
y of the verdict,—for, truth to say,we occasionally he has been able to keep to 
not much feeling for some of the In-| his employment, that of a coach-builder. 
surance Companies—they enter into their} On Saturday last, after he had been ex- 
contracts all their eyes open—they | posed to a draught of air, while working, 
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EPILEPSY WITH DELIRIUM. 
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his legs began to swell more, and his! 
hands and face also became puffy. He much compressed. Its lower lo 

had also the general symptoms of catarrh. quite impervious to air; but its upper one 
These have since left him, but the anasarca still crepitated to a certain extent. There 
has continued to increase. The skin of was a slight degree of effusion into the 
the legs is hard, but he is free from pain, cavity of the right pleura. The right 
except when he attempts to walk. His lung was gorged with fluid, but not com- 
breathing is rather hurried, and is much pressed. The pericardium contained some 
quickened on the slightest motion, The serum, and the heart was much contracted. 
respiration is quite natural at the upper Pleure adherent. Effusion had taken 
and anterior part of the chest, but is place into the cavity of the peritoneum, 
hardly audible at the lower part. At the| which also « dac lerable quan- 
posterior part it is tolerebly clean. Urine | tity of air. The membrane had a tuber- 
moderate in quantity, and not higher co- | culated or granular appearance, and there 
loured than natural; no thirst; appetite were several recent adhesions towards the 


bad; tongue tolerably clear; pulse 100, 
sharp. He was bled to 3x, and a powder | 
composed of jalap and cream of tartar was | 
given every morning, and 8 grains of the 
hydriodate of potash three times a day, in 
solution. 

16. Blood neither buffed nor cupped. | 
The medicine brought away a large quan- | 
tity of watery matter. The swelling of 
the hands and face is nearly gone, and the 
tension of the legs is less. Pulse 144, 
sharp; tongue clean ; no thirst. 

18. Bled again to-day ; the bowels very 
much acted on. Discontinue the purga- 
tive. The abdomen much distended, with 
a sense of fluctuation on tapping with the 
finger. 

20. Blood much buffedand cupped. He 
complains of distention and tenderness of 
the abdomen. (Edema of the testicle 
came on yesterday. Bled again; increase 
the potash to 12 grains. 

21. Scrotum and thighs acupuncturated. 
Bled again; 5 grains of calomel every six 
hours. 

August 1. Since the last report he has 
been bled to six ounces twice. The calo- 
mel was omitted on the 25th, his mouth 
being tender. Acupuncturation has also 
again) been performed, and relieved the 


siderable quantities of water have 


been discharged from the thighs by acu- 
puncture. He has been very much purged; 
the diarrhoea still continues. He is very 
obstinate, and will not take some medi- 
cine that has been ordered for the removal 
of the diarrhea, which complaint he says 
does him good; he went on gradually 
sinking to the 11th, when he died. 

After his death it was discovered that 
he had been taking some strong purgative 
pills,—a quack medicine in which he had 
great faith, persevering in their use to the 
very last. his brother, who visited him 
in the hospital, supplied him with these, 
and stated the fact to the porter when the 
patient was dead. 

Autopsy ten hours after Death.—The 
cavity of the left pleura was filled with 


‘cavity of the pelvis. 


The liver was en- 
larged, pale, and softened, so that its 
| structure could be easily broken down by 
the finger, and it then presented a granu- 
lar appearance. The falciform ligament 
also presented this appearance. The gall- 
bladder contained several calculi, which 
were soft, and composed of cholesterine. 
The cortical substance of the kidney was 
paler than natural, and indurated; the 
tubular part not so pale as usual. The 
other viscera were healthy. 

Dr. Ex..iorson, in offering some re- 
marks on this case, said that he believed 
the man would have recovered had he not 
been so wayward and obstinate. When in 
the hospital before, he had suffered almost 
to the same extent with disease, and was 
then relieved. It was evident from the 
post-mortem appearances, that the state of 
the liver might account in part for his 
death ; but the main cause was entirely the 
diarrhea. The patient's urine had for a 
cousiderable time contained a very large 
quantity of albumen, and it was suspected 
that the kidneys were very much diseased, 
but the examination had {proved that the 
disease in those organs bore no sort of 
comparison to the quantity of albumen 
evacuated. He thought that too much 
stress was laid on the presence of albumen 
in the urine as a proof of the existence of 
disease in the kidneys. 

EPILEPSY ACCOMPANIED BY DELIRIUM. 

John Fritter, painter, aged 30, was ad- 
mitted, August 5th, under the care of Dr. 
Ex.utiotrson. He was brought into the 


hospital in a state of insensibility, like 


that following epilepsy. The account 
given of him by his companion was, that 
as he was paiating in the morning, he 
suddenly screamed out and fell down. 
He struggled considerably for a time, but 
did not foam at the mouth. He has not 
been sensible since. For several days be- 
fore this he had complained of a good 
deal of pain in the head. He was left 
during the day without anything being 


done for him, in the expectation that sen- 
sibility would voluntarily return, but on 
finding the insensibility continuous, Mr. 
TayLor, the apothecary, examined his 
head, and discovered it to be very hot. 
The pupils were somewhat contracted ; 
the pulse was not quickened. The man 
had been going about the ward in the after 
part of the day, without appearing to be 
conscious of anything, and it required 
considerable force to restrain him from 
acts of violence. He was bled to sixteen 
ounces, and a short time after, as there 
was no alleviation of the symptoms, 


twenty leeches were applied to the tem-| 


ples, and the head was shaved, and cold 
water was applied to it. An enema was 
also administered, with ten grains of calo- 
mel, and repeated at bed-time. The blood 
was not buffed, but it came away rather 
slowly. 

6. He continues nearly in the same 
state. It is necessary to confine him with 
a strait- waistcoat. He seems to have 
rather more sense of what is going on 
around, but is still delirious. He talks 
wildly, but can answer some questions 
correctly. The medicine ordered last 
night could not be given to him. His 


bowels have not been opened. To be bled 
again to sixteen ounces, and to have two 
drops of croton oil in a draught. 

6. Since about five a.m. he has been 
quite sensible. The draught has purged 


him freely several times. The blood is 
strongly buffed and cupped, and he has 
now no pain in the head, which is also 
quite cool; tongue rather white; pulse 
natural. Has no recollection whatever of 
what took place. Remembers going to 
work on the morning of the 4th, but no- 
thing since. Does not recollect having 
any pain in the head before the attack. 
Had never experienced any fit before, nor 
had any of his family, to his knowledge. 
Has lived well, but not intemperately. 
Lost his wife about three months ago, but 
does not think that that had any influ- 
ence in producing this attack. 

11. Has been improving. Since dis- 
charged well. 

Dr. Etxtiorson considered this as an 
interesting case, not so much from the 
treatment employed, as from its present- 
ing a particular form of the disease. He 
had yesterday seen a gentleman from the 
country who was occasionally seized, as 
he walked along, with a momentary gid- 
diness, without loss of consciousness, a 
sinking at the pit of the stomach, and a 
gasping for breath. In a minute or two 
he quite recovered himself. No conval- 
sion accompanied these attacks, yet he 
had little doubt that they were epileptic. 
Attacks of this kind were known to be 


EFFECTS OF 


‘epileptic, from convulsions coming on 
oe or regular attacks of epilepsy 
}ensuing between them. Dr. EL.tiorson 
was acquainted with the case of a lady 
who had frequent fainting fits, unaccom- 
panied by convulsions. Her head had 
some time since been drawn aside by an 
| attack of paralysis. She died three weeks 
since. On examining her brain, a small 
tumour, partly of the encephaloid cha- 
racter, partly cheesy, and partly earthy, 
was found situated at the anterior extre- 
| mity of the floor of the third ventricle. 
| There was little doubt it had existed there 
for many years. He believed that or- 
ganic disease of any portion of the brain 
might cause epilepsy. He could not be- 
lieve it to be confined to one particular 
part, as did some persons. 


OPIUM EATING. 

The following particulars respecting the 
baneful effects of indulging in the intoxi- 
cation of opium are gathered from the his- 
tory of a patient, now in the North Lon- 
don Hospital, under Dr. A, T. THomson, 
for phthisis pulmonalis. 

Elizabeth Marden, aged 35, was ad- 
mitted May 26th. About seventeen years 
ago she began to suffer from a pain in the 
right iliac region, for which a medical 
gentleman ordered her to take ten drops 
of landanum, night and morning. This 
was gradually increased, the pain continu- 
ing, until at last she took three teaspoon- 
fuls every four hours, night and day. 

At first the ten drops relieved the pain, 
but it was found necessary to increase the 
dose to produce the same effect. So that 
the three teaspoonfuls at last did not pro- 
duce so much relief as did the ten drops at 
first. The effect of the small doses was 
simply to produce a relief from the pain, 
without exerting any other parti¢ularin- 
fluence on the body or mind. As®Ri@@ose 
was increased, however, she found # pro- 
duce a very comfortable condition of the 
mind. She felt lively and cheerful, and 
was capable of doing any quantity of 
work ; it also uced a sense of warmth 
over the whole body. She had severe 
family affiictions, but was not at all dis- 
tressed by them whilst under the influence 
of opium, though she felt them severely at 
other times. If she passed over the usual 
time for taking a dose, she felt the most 
distressing sensations about the joints, not 
of pain, but such as she is unable to de- 
scribe. She suffered involuntary motions 
of the arms, fingers, and toes; numbness 
in the limbs and body generally; profuse 
perspiration, nausea, vomiting, and loss of 
appetite, a saline taste in the saliva, and a 
bad taste in the mouth; tremor in the 
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OPIUM EATING. 685 
limbs; great sense of debility and lassi-| peared. The only consequences of her 
tude; the memory and mental powers /opium eating at present are, a very much 
generally became greatly impaired, at-|impaired taste, numbness of the limbs, 
tended by a-miserable depression of the coldness of the feet, inability to walk far 
spirits. These symptoms were all relieved without aching pains in the limbs, anda 


by a repetition of the dose. The opium) 
also produced constipation, not more than | 
one motion occurring in a week, and she’! 
does not recollect whether that was pro-_ 
cured by medicine or not. If the dose’ 
was deferred, she had always severe head- 
ach. Her sense of smell was so much 
impaired that she could perceive no pun- 
gency in snuff; her taste was so much lost 
that she could not distinguish pepper or 
mustard; and her hearing was become so 
deficient that she could hardly detect the 
voice of any one who spoke ; yet her own 
voice sounded most disagreeably loud to 
her. Her touch was so much affected that 
she could not execute any needle-work. 
The acuteness of all her senses was re- 
stored by the usual dose, the want of 
which was indicated by flushing and heat 
of the face. During the period of taking 
the opium she had very little sleep, and in 
the intervals she could not attempt to 
sleep from want of the desire, so that she 
generally worked all night. What sleep 
she had was generally inthe daytime, and 
that little was much confused and easily 
ended. About five or six years ago her 
resources being exhausted, she obtained 
admission into Guy's Hospital. Her lauda- 
num here was left off for the first three 
days, and all the above symptoms con- 
tinued; also now, for the first time, she 
appeared to see the most frightful ani- 
mals and other objects in the ward. The 
symptoms were again relieved by her 
usual doses. Her doses were left off, how- 
ever, and medicines were given her thrice 
a daygegontaining camphor and a dimi- 
of laudanum, but how 
mu@RGSRS cannot say, with about a bottle 
of port-wine daily. She took 

three entire months before the 
symptoms began to abate, with other cor- 
dial medicines and wine to the end of the 
fourth month, when she left the hospital. 
The laudanum was being decreased during 
the whole time, and when she left the hos- 
pital she took a teaspoonful in the course 
of the day. On returning home, and being 
dependent on her friends, she was obliged 
‘to discontinue the laudanum and wine, 
and was even unable to get beer. She was 
now more miserable than before, all the 
symptoms returning with increased seve- 
rity, and for the first six months she was 
almost entirely helpless. She was then 
first affected with pain in her chest, and a 
cough, which has continued ever since. 
She was twelve months at home before 


the above distressing symptoms disap- 


general sense of lassitude. 

In making some remarks on opium 
eating, Dr. ELtrorson observed that he 
had never before seen a case in which 
opium had been discontinued. It was un- 
questionably the most fascinating of all 


| intoxicating agents, the ecstasies produced 


on the mind by it being more entrancing 
than those produced by wine. Wine 
seemed to invigorate the animal frame, 
opium the intellectual powers. Itsetfects 
on the system were generally of the most 
baneful kind. He had seen cases in which 
there was no constipation, though gene- 
rally that was a consequence of opium 
eating. The opium eater was generally 
known by his care-worn countenance, 
and his emaciated and dirty appearance. 
Dr. E. had been informed by an officer in 
the East India Service, that when opium 
eaters were taken prisoners, and kept for 
some time without the drag, they became 
ruddy and plump, instead of remaining 
pale and fleshless. Their sufferings at 
first were generally very intense, but 
these wore off by degrees. In the case of 
Mr. De Quincy, the “ English opium 
eater,” who reduced his dose in one da 
from 8000 drops of landanum to 1 
drops, he experienced no inconvenience ; 
on the contrary, the melancholy which 
had for some time oppressed him, sub- 
sided. To these remarks the reporter af 
the present case adds the following :— 
The action of opium is different in dif- 
ferent persons ; in some producing a sub- 
dued melancholy, in others creating a 
temporary insanity. The emotion of the 
mind which predominates at the time, is 
generally increased by opium; but the 
most common effect of the drug is to pro- 
dace a feeling of liveliness and happiness. 
The writer is acquainted with the Editor of 
one of the most influential morning news- 
papers, who is subject to hypochondria- 
cism, and takesa grain of opium about once 
a fortnight, the effect generally remaining 
for that period of time, and producing in 
him a most pleasant and comfortable feel- 
ing. The late Duchess of Gordon is said 
to have owed much of her wit and vivacity 
in company to the swallowing of landa- 
num, to which she was much addicted, 
and the conversational powers of Cole- 
ridge were influenced by the same cause. 
The dreams of the opium eater are at first 
highly gorgeous, but when the stomach 
becomes disordered by the long-continued 
use of the drug, nothing can exceed the 
horror and iness of his visions, 
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Persons of a poetical temperamen’ 


t are |dually 


until it reached the ab- 


often addicted to opium, the inhabitants of |domen. The stethoscope cannot detect 


the poetical climates of Turkey and Persia | 

Mr. Madden in his Travels 
says, that he knew a Turk who could not 
rise from his couch until he had stimulated 
his frame with a drachm of opium, and 
then he was most animated cheerful. 
He used to take three drachms of solid 
opium in the day. The writer (the re- 
porter) knew a young woman who took 
one ounce and a half of laudanum daily, 
and a retired naval officer who a short 
time since took two drachms of opium in 
a day. By great persuasion, the writer 
induced him to decrease the dose gradually, 
and he now requires only two scruples to 
produce the same effect as was before 
produced by the two drachms. At one 
time he had diminished the dose to fifteen 
grains, but in consequence of some domes- 


tic calamity he became melancholy, and | 


flew to larger doses. His bowels generally 
require very strong purgatives to move | 
them. He has little appetite, and is sub- | 
ject to occasional attacks of distressing | 
sickness. He only takes his dose once in 
the twenty-four hours, bat if he suffers 
any time beyond that to elapse, he becomes | 
wretchedly melancholy. He occasionally | 
drinks freely, but does not find any differ- 
ence between the effect of opium and al- 
cohol. 


ST. BARTHOLOMEW’S HOSPITAL. 


ENLARGEMENT OF THR HEART AND 
STRICTURE OF THE AURICULO-VEN- 
TRICULAR ORIFICE. 


Ricuarp Braproro, etat. 83, a paper- 
hanger, was admitted into St. Bartholo- 
mew's Hospital on the 9th of July. He 
presents no lividity of countenance. Ab- 
domen considerably augmented in size, 
evidencing a distinct fluctuation; the legs 
are anasarcous, pitting on pressure ; sur- 
face cool ; jugular veins greatly distended ; 
he prefers lying on his back, being sup- 
ported by a bed-chair; no cephalic pain; 
rest incommoded; he ‘coughs a good deal 
during the night ; complains of some pain 
in the left side, but acknowledges no pal- 
pitation. He experiences a want of ap- 
tite ; the bowels excrete naturally; there 
is a constant desire to void the urine, which 
is scantily secreted ; tongue chapped, dry, 
and brown in the centre; pulse regular, 
but very feeble. His habits have been 
very temperate, and he has suffered from 
difficulty of breathing since his childhood. 
He first perceived his ancles to swell about 
a year previous to his admission, this gra- 


| any increase of the heart’s impulse. There 
cannot be said to be a first and a second 
sound in this case, but a very peculiar 
bruissement occupies their situation ; this 
peculiarity is heard over a larger extent 
than natural, beneath the left clavicle, and 
to the right of the sternum. It subsides 
at irregular intervals, and an accarate 
examination detects that the pulsation at 
the wrist ceases at the same instant; an 
jactual intermission does not occur. Or- 
'dered Decoction of Broom-tops, with the 
compoent spirit of Juniper, one ounce 
three times a day. 

12. No augmentation has become evi- 
dent in the quantity of urine he has 
| voided; the swelling continues unaltered ; 
tongue loaded posteriorly, but clean, red, 
‘and rough at the tip. Bowels not re- 
lieved; can assume the sitting posture 
without much inconve' 3 rests more 
tranquilly. 

21. Generally speaking he is less op- 
pressed ; his respiration is not at all times 
‘impeded. The require con- 
|stantly to be elevated. A single inter- 
mission of the pulse is noticed about once 
ina minute. The respiration is free on 
ithe right side, anteriorly; extensive cre- 
pitation is discovered on the anterior por- 
tion of the left side, accompanied by a 
cooing sound ; diffused crepitation is evi- 
dent in both lungs posteriorly. 

August 11. He degene- 
rated since the last report, until *‘ pale 
death” closed the scene. The patient's 
friends having removed the body, we were 
' precluded-from the opportunity of witness- 
ing the amar that a post-mortem 
examination would have elucidated. 


NASAL POLYPUS. 


Mr. Lawrence on the l4th - 
troduced into the operating theat®@m@ young 
female with a polypus occupying the cavity 
of the left nostril. He observed that the 
| growthi inthe case before him differed essen- 
| tially in character from the ordinary mucous 
polypi, which are characterized by their 
grayish, smooth, gelatinous appearance ; 
the present case exhibited an irregular 
surface of a red vascular as The im- 
mediate removal of the disease by extrac- 
tion being resolved on, the operator 

a pair of common polypus- forceps 
through the nostril, and seizing the poly- 
pus, was endeavouring to extract it entire, 
but on account of the softness of its struc- 
ture it broke down under the pressure of 
the instrument, so that a second attempt 
at extraction was resorted to, with the 
effect of removing 80 much of the morbid 
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POPLITEAL ANEURYSM.—COLICA PECTONUM. 


as to enable the patient to perform 
the function of respiration through the 
nostril with a tolerable degree of facility. 
A very little hemorrhage sacceeded the 
operation. Mr. L. in comments on this 
case remarked, that there were two classes 
of polypi, the benign, of which the mucous 
polypus is an example, and the malignant, 
or fungoid, to whose character the case 
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gland in the vicinity of the part became 
inflamed and tumefied, which inconveni- 
ence was completely removed by the ap- 
plication of a few leeches. 


COLICA PICTONUM. 


William Barbery, w<. 38, a painter, was 
admitted into Matthew's ward on the 27th 


under operation appears to bear a fearful|of July, under the care of Dr. LaTHam. 


analogy. The patient, who was subsequent | Countenance florid, warm, 


and moist; 


to the operation admitted into Faith's | pulse 110, hard and fall; tongue covered 
ward, is a strumous, delicdte-looking girl, , with a slight brown fur; great thirst; 
seventeen years of age, named Mary Mor- | anorexia, with considerable sickness; the 


gan. 
attracting her attention about six weeks 


She describes her complaint as first 


prior to her admission into the hospital. | 


The left eye likewise has, within the last 
day or two, become the seat of an ulcer 
situate on the margin of the cornea. 


POPLITEAL ANEURYSM. 


The lecturer next brought befure the 
class the case of William Phillips, who 
was operated on for popliteal aneurysm, 
the steps of which operation have already 
been detailed in a previons number of 
Tue Lancer. He stated that the inci- 
sion was effected, as usual, in the upper 
third of the thigh, and that having opened 
the sheath and secured the artery, con- 
siderable hemorrhage ensued, apparently 
indicative of the wounding of some large 
arterial trunk, but the surgeon was in- 
clined to believe that the whole was to be 
ascribed to the division of a small ramus 
coming off directly from the femoral 
artery. Ona second ligature being ap- 
plied, all hemorrhage was perfectly ar- 
rested. An explanation, such as the pre- 
ceding, he conceived could not but appear 
to bey mable, when the important 

of the femoral artery was taken 
i sideration. He ‘iad, he said, 

Mr. Travers’s work on “ Con- 

lnritation,” wherein that gen- 
tlemat mentions a case which bore proxi- 
mity to the present. The subsequent pro- 
gress of the case has been very satisfac- 
tory, although the patient’s general health 
and age (69 years) were rather disadvan- 
tageous circumstances. The surgeon in 
the present instance had deemed it expe- 
dient to exhibit stimuli, and as he thought 
that he might conjointly amuse the pa- 
tient’s palate and obtain his own purpose, 
he ordered him six ounces of port-wine 
daily. This plan of stimulating after ope- 
rations did not harmonize in the aggre- 
gate of cases, nor would he advocate its 
general employment, but in this isolated 
instance it bad the decided effect of im- 


bowels have been constricted since yester- 
day morning; a copious secretion from 
the kidneys has taken place; the abdo- 
men evinces a degree of tumidity, and is 
unable to sustain pressure; an unremit- 
ting pain is likewise complained of, with 
paroxysms of infease pain recurring at in- 
tervals; the last two nights have been 
passed with exceeding restlessness. Or- 
dered thirty leeches and two ounces of 
castor oil with tincture of opium. 
History.— He has been engaged in the 
avocation of a painter for a period of 


|twenty years; he first suffered from colic 


about eleven years ago, since which time 
he has experienced five or six severe at- 
tacks ; his health has been declining for 
many days. Last Thursday his bowels 
became constricted, and considerable ab- 
dominal pain resulted; the pain, attended 
by fever and sickness, has been progres- 
sively augmenting up to yesterday. It is 
a circumstance deserving especial con- 
sideration, that arsenic was one of the 
ingredients which entered into the com- 
position of the paint last used by him. 

28. Bowels dejected three times; pulse 
not quite so hard, although very full and 
jerking; the abdomen i» exceedingly pain- 
ful, and the pain is aygravated by pres- 
sure; the tumidity has increased; the 
stomach has not been annoyed by vomit- 
ing this morning. Prescribed two grains 
of calomel every third hour; a dose of cas- 
tor oil; and venesection to twelve ounces. 
The blood drawn from the arm exhibited 
a buffy and cupped appearance. 

29. There have been a vast number of 
alvine dejections since our last report, 
from which the patient expresses himself 
as being greatly relieved ; the pain in, the 
abdomen still exists, but is much alleviated 
by pressure; the sickness has entirely 
vanished; the pulse numbers 96, and not 
so hard as yesterday, but still jerking; the 
urinary secretion is copiously voided ; 
tongue brownish; some thirst; rested un- 
easily last night; a very free cutaneous 
exudation. Ordered Pil. Saponis c. Opio 


proving the patient's eondition. every six hours. The bowels were 
wound has united kindly, although some very freely acted on in the eveping. 
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30. The bowels have actively excreted | no particle of a solid character could be at 
at five separate times during the night; all detected. 
the feces assume a more natural aspect.) Mr. Staniey expressed himself almost 
He complains yet of some pain in the re- satisfied that the disease was perfectly re- 
gion of the abdomen. Let him drink an moved, but he would nevertheless effect 
aromatic draught three times a day. ‘another passage of the sound on the en- 
Aug. 3. Three alvine excretions were | suing Monday; he also exhibited to the 
to-day elicited; he evidences a colicky class the aggregate quantity of calculous 
state of the abdomen about once in three deposit which he had at several times ex- 
hours; pulse 80; tongue clean; urine tracted from the bladder of this patient; 
voided in large quantity; exceeding thirst.| the whole consisted of fragments of an 
Ordered a warm -bath twice a week. irregular configuration and size, about as 
10. The alvive functions have become much in quautity as would occupy the 
quite normal; tongue but little furred;| space of a two-drachm pill-box. 
perfect absence of pain in the abdomen; The patient is a young man about 
Ise averages 92, and the patient ac-| twenty-one years of age, of healthy aspect, 
nowledges himself as feeling quite re-| and acknowledges himself as feeling in 
covered, good health, and complains of little or no 
11. Has egressed from the hospital to inconvenience resulting from the opera- 
re-expose himself to the same pernicious tion. . 
influence that induced his disease. 


BOOKS RECEIVED. 
Mr. Srantey, onthe 15th of August,| Inaugural Dissertation on Spasmodic 
introduced into the operating theatre a) Cholera; submitted to the Medical Faculty 
patient named Rowden Hopkins, with of the University of Edinburgh. By Henry 
whom he has had repeated seances for the| H. Parkin, Candidate for the Degree of 
performance of the above-named opera- M.D. Edinburgh: Neill and Co. 1834. 
tion. The man having been placed on a 8vo. pp. 52. 
bed, whose position could be varied at| Essay on the Mineral Waters of Carls- 
pleasure, the operator now passed the| bad, for Physicians and Patients. By 
sound, but could not detect any solid par-| Chevalier de Carro, M.D., with a Flora of 
ticle within. He then injected the blad-| Carlsbad, &c. Prague: 1835. pp. 136. 
der with fluid, when a strict examination’ Practical Observations on the Nature 
was instituted, but with the satisfactory and Treatment of Nervous Diseases. With 
result of not discovering any portion of Remarks on the Efficacy of Strychnine in 
calculous deposit. On changingthe situa~- the more Obstinate Cases. By G. R. 
tion of the patient, and subjecting him to Mart., M.R.C.S. &c. London: Churchill. 
agitation, and then using the sound, still 1835. pp. 185. 


METEOROLOGICAL REPORT. 
(Extract from a Meteorological Journal kept at High Wycombe. 
Lat. 51° 37’ 44” North, Long. 34° 45” West.) 


Thermometer. Barometer. | Rain. | 

| Wind. 
Lowest Higher Lowen. Dels. | 


49. | 30.05 29.96 


50.50 | 29.87 | 29.68 
$2.25] 68, 
46.50). 80 
39.75) 92) 
56.50). 90 
58.25; 91) 
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